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DEPLETED URANIUM: A CRIME AGAINST WISDOM 
By Gabriel Cousens, M.D. 


The issue of Depleted Uranium (DU) is extraordinarily important. Though it represents 
a clear threat to the health of all humanity, and all life forms on planet Earth, it also 
represents a clear debasement and loss of any moral or ethical standards by the U.S. 
and the rest of the world in allowing DU to be used in warfare. Scientists, medical 
professionals, war veterans, active duty personnel, international lawyers and the global 
human community are calling for an awareness of this crisis. It is a crisis that is clearly 
greater than even cancer or HIV/AIDS. It is contributing to an awesome increase in all 
types of cancers, birth defects, and disease in people and plant and wildlife all over the 
world. 


According to Geophysicist Leuren Moret, the equivalent of atomic bombs released by 
the use of DU in Iraq in 2003 is 400,000 Hiroshima bombs. These DU particles have a 
half-life of 4.5 billion years. Upon impact, there is a tremendous amount of heat — up to 
5,000 degrees Fahrenheit — which creates ceramic Depleted Uranium Oxide particles 
(DUO) which are small enough to be inhaled into the lungs, and light enough to travel 
in the upper levels of our atmosphere. 


This is a global issue. The DU has been given to a variety of national armies. It is 
not about right or wrong in a limited sense. It is not even a political question. It is a 
question of common sense. As Martin Luther King, Jr. said, “We can have a future 
of nonviolence, or a future of nonexistence.” Depleted Uranium, as we will see in a 
moment, is a future that can take us into nonexistence. 


In 1991, an estimated 375 tons of Depleted Uranium were dumped on Iraq, and 
approximately 2200 tons in 2003. According to Geiger counter readings in four different 
sites, the radiation levels were between one and two thousand times higher than normal 
background radiation. Millions of Iraqis have been affected. Of the 697,000 American 
troops there in 1991, about half have since reported serious medical problems and 
significant increases in birth defects in newborn children. For perspective, in Vietnam, 
about 10% of veterans reported problems, and in WWII about 3% reported, and now 
we are looking at 50%. About 1/3rd of the Iraq vets — 230,000 people — are on Veterans 
Administration (VA) Disability. That is a huge increase over previous wars. 


What we are looking at is something beyond the imagination. DU has been blamed for 
the effects of the Gulf War Syndrome, including chronic muscle and joint pain, fatigue, 
and memory loss among at least 200,000 soldiers. Cancer in Iraq, according to a UN 
Subcommission, seems to have increased between 7 and 10 times, and deformities, 
or congenital defects between 4 and 6 times expected levels of the norm. A United 
Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority report said up to 500,000 people would die before 
the end of the century due to radioactive debris left behind in the desert. The use of 
Depleted Uranium has lead to 
birth defects in the children of our 
veterans, and it is believed to be 
a cause of anophtalmos, meaning 
babies born without eyes. The usual f 
rate for this is one in fifty million } 
births. In Baghdad, they had eight 
cases in just two years. 


A study of 251 Gulf War Veterans 
from Mississippi conducted by the Ẹ 
Veterans Administration showed ff 
that 67% of veterans had children 
with severe illnesses, missing 
eyes, blood infections, respiratory 
problems, and fused fingers. This is 
very significant data. Their babies 
were born after the war — they were 
deemed to have severe defects. 
The newborns had missing: brains, 
arms, eyes, organs. . . they had 
blood diseases. The Gulf War Fe 
Veterans came back with DU in their f 
clothing, bodies, and semen. These | 
were people who had “normal” 
babies before they went over there 
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— now they are running 67% birth defects. The DU is in their semen, and when they 
have intercourse they are infecting their mates, as well. 


The Army is in a difficult place because DU is an incredible weapon — it is a superior 
weapon for destroying an enemy’s tanks and society. DU is the most devastating weapon 
we have. Unfortunately, it is another form of nuclear warfare. 


Leuren Moret points out that vast regions around the world, as well as in our atmosphere, 
are contaminated with DU. She makes the point that within four days, DU is already in 
the United States, carried by the winds and dust storms from the Sahara Desert, coming 
across in the hurricanes, dropping more intensively in Florida, Texas, and the East 
Coast of the US, but impacting the entire planet. 


There is a creeping awareness that something ANTI-HUMAN AND POWERFULLY 
DELETERIOUS TO ALL LIFE ON THE PLANET is going on. Even the World Health 
Organization in 2003 said that they expect the global cancer rates to increase 50% by 
the year 2020. Infant mortality, which began to go down when they had a nuclear 
test ban in 1963, is now rising around the world. This is an indicator of radioactive 
pollution. 


The use of DU in Iraq is not a isolated issue. The UN used it in the Balkans; it is 
a problem in Afghanistan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. If you were in a Bradley 
Fighting Vehicle, you might be coming home with rectal cancer from sitting on DU 
ammunition boxes. Young women are reporting problems with endometriosis, the 
lining of the uterus; 18-19 year olds are coming back from the Middle East with uterine 
cancer. . . the problem is that they are not being diagnosed, so this information is not 
showing up in the official military records. There is a group of 20 soldiers that fought 
from Kuwait to Baghdad in 2003 - eight of them now have malignancies — a very high 
figure for people in their 20s and 30s. The mental state is also affected. DU Oxides, 
created at high temperatures, are insoluble and 100 times smaller than a white blood 
cell. The soldiers breathe in these particles through the nose and these particles go to 
the brain, affecting cognitive and other levels of brain function. 


The effect on the brain was studied by the World Health Organization (WHO), and they 
published a survey in the Journal of the American Medical Association (AMA). They 
could see the variation on the effect of mental functioning. In Japan it was 8.8 percent; 
in Nigeria, 4.7 percent; Ukraine (where they had Chernobyl) 20.4 percent; Spain 9.2 
percent; Italy 8.2 percent; France (where there is 75 percent reliance on nuclear power) 
18.4 percent; Mexico 12.2%; the United States 26.2 percent — the highest. We have 
done a lot of nuclear testing in the U.S. and we are paying the price. 


We are looking at a threat to the whole world population, that includes all living 
systems: the plants, the animals, the bacteria. . . everything is being affected. DU is 
in the air, the water, and the soil. It’s been found on the surface of spacecraft. In the 
U.S., water and milk have 15 times 
the amount of DU that vegetables 
do. Animals concentrate the DU in 
their cells at 30 times the level of 
their environment. It is imperative 
that we consider whether we want 
to consume flesh food in the light 
of this reality. 


Food Not Bombs rescues food 
and people. Volunteers provide 
hot vegetarian meals 

every Sunday, at 3ish, 


on the Harris Green, Depleted Uranium is used by a 


variety of countries — about 17 
at this point. These countries are 
CURRENTLY _ using/stockpiling 
DU weaponry: U.S., Great Britain, 
France, Russia, Sweden, Taiwan, 
“i Thailand, Korea, Bahrain, Israel, 
Jordan, Egypt, Pakistan, Japan, 
Thailand, South Korea, Saudi 
Arabia, Greece, Turkey, and 
Kuwait. Helen Caldicott has said, 
a| “Never in my wildest dreams did 
f I think that the U.S. would be 
donating nuclear shells to poison 
it own soldiers and surrounding 
f several civilian populations with 


radioactivity.” (con't on pg 3) 


J i l J i b When I think about the many people, and other living 
anil ne S | e creatures, that die every day in various human-made 
war zones, or from poverty related illnesses and diseases around this world, I can’t help but 
consider the passing of Princess as somewhat inconsequential. But there’s something about 
losing a family pet, a friend, that’s never easy. 
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When my own heart settled, after the painful experience of watching Princess’ life remove 
itself from her old greyhound body, I realized that I’ve never actually witnessed death before 
-- and that I’m ill prepared for it. I’ve seen dead people, and animals, and I’ve convinced 
myself I’m not afraid of the eternal nature of the spirit and whatever follows this lifetime, 
but witnessing the process itself, I must admit, was rather unnerving. 


I got to thinking about how our culture deals with death, and aging, and I believe it could be 
defined as schizophrenic. There’s a real disconnect between thought, emotion, and behaviour 
in this world of cluster bombs, clearcuts, and slaughterhouses. Every moment of every day, some creature somewhere is suffering 
and dying needlessly. In those same moments, a multi-billion bazillion dollar industry works to convince us that we’re not really 
beautiful unless we’re wrinkle free and forever young. My own MD has transformed part of her practice into a botox/laser clinic. 
Essentially the message is that the natural process of aging is bad, but the manifestation and consumption of death is okay. 





Victoria Street Newz is sold by 
licensed vendors who sign a code of 
conduct. They buy the newspaper 
for $.50 each, and resell them by 
donation. We like to encourage a 
sliding-scale economy which offers 
people a choice. 


You can contribute to social change 
by supporting the Victoria Street 
Newz coalition and vendors, by 
reading information that informs 
you directly about poverty issues, 
and by taking action for progressive, 
peaceful, non-violent change. 


The pursuit of eternal youth is expensive, but life itself is cheap. We’re a society that breeds greyhounds to race, for human 
entertainment, and then throws them away when the job is done. I’ve heard that tens of thousands are murdered each 
year, the ones who aren’t lucky enough to be rescued off the track like Princess was. It’s not much different for people 
- we’re encouraged to reproduce, to bring more souls into being for the war effort, to help on the farm, to do the work, to 
consume. Work, work, work. Our planet dies as we work ourselves to death. The gates at Auschwitz read “Arbeit Macht 
Frei” - work will set you free. We’re born, we work and consume, we’re thrown away, and we die. If we’re lucky we find 
meaningful work, and get paid for it, and the thrown away bit is pleasant rather than lonely and cold. Some, like Princess, live 
and die in a comfortable home among caring family and friends. Others aren’t quite so fortunate. Is that really what it’s all about? 
Is this the best our society can do? 


While at Princess’ house I read the series on homelessness offered by the Times Colonialist, our daily newspaper from the CanWest 
Goebbels Empire. I wrote and thanked Louise Dickson and Judith Lavoie for their thoughtful coverage, their attempts to put 
faces on the statistics, to tell the truth of poverty with compassion, to emphasize realistic solutions including the obvious need for 
affordable housing. My own rent has increased the allowable 4% in each of these past three years, each increase pushing me that 
much closer to street life. I wasn’t surprised that the TC didn’t publish any criticism of the dominant economic system - about a 
cap on rental increases, a maximum allowable wage to curb excessive greed, an examination of the influence of World Bank and 
IMF policies that have led to structural readjustment programs, the privatization of services and resources. Judith and Louise and 
the TC did the best they can, given the corporate sponsored world they work and think within. The rest, I suppose, is left up to us 
here at the Street Newz. 


Victoria Street Newz welcomes 
written submissions including 
interviews, event reviews, cartoons, 
poetry, photographs, or artwork, 
but we can’t aN everything 
will be published. We reserve the 
right to edit, and will not print 
anything libelous, racist, sexist, 
or homophobic. Letters sent to 
the editor are assumed to be for 
publication, must include phone 
number or email (if possible, for 
confirmation) and may be edited 
for length. You can publish using a 
pseudonym, or anonymously. 


Thanks again to all who contribute to this endeavour -- with thoughts, words, dollars, and deeds. We’re working to educate about 
the real root causes of homelessness and poverty, in hopes we can contribute to its eventual demise, and help end the needless 
suffering that results from flawed and heartless economic and social policies. If those in positions of power would feel a fraction 
of the devastation I felt the day Princess left us, for the pain and suffering they’re ultimately responsible for, we'd all be a lot better 
off. Rest in Peace, sweet Princess girl, the lessons of your life are not lost on me. 

Dear Ms. Bandcroft, Greetings Ms. Savoie; I’ve worked as a citizen journalist for more than eight years. 
In that time, I’ve interviewed hundreds of social activists across many fields and 
from many nations. One of these is the American novelist Mike Palecek, who asked 
if I would help arrange a Victoria stop on his current trans-American book tour. 
Though it now seems that neither I nor my fellow Victorians will get the opportunity 
to hear Mike, thanks to our over-vigilant border patrol. 


I am writing to offer my congratulations 
on the Quality of Life Challenge Award that 
was presented recently to Victoria Street 
Newz. The award is a well-deserved 
recognition of the hard work that so 
many people contributed to resurrect an 
important community resource. 


Opinions expressed in this 
newzpaper are not necessarily 
those of Victoria Street Newz, the 
editors, advertisers, contributors, 
readers, or publishers. 


Victoria Street Newz is printed 
on 100% post consumer recycled 
paper with vegetable ink, 
at Horizon Publications - 
www.horizonpublications.ca, 
604-254-8840. 


Submissions (due by the Ist 
Friday for the next month’s issue), 
letters, or donations can be 
delivered to our mailbox at: 


1027 Pandora Ave 
Coast Salish Territory 
Victoria, B.C. 
V8V 3P6 


or leave a message at 
250-383-514 
ext 0137 


While trying to cross into Canada for a book reading in Winnipeg a couple of weeks 
ago, Mike was refused entry into Canada because he admitted he had been arrested 
at an anti-nuclear protest some years previous. Though not convicted of a felony, 
Mike’s name is now flagged, and he’ll possibly never be allowed into the country. 
His account of the experience is available here (www.pacificfreepress.com/content/ 
view/1171/81/). 


Today, I received word another media acquaintance, America anti-war poet, singer, 
and activist, David Rovics was refused entry into “our” country, (please see below). 


Victoria Street Newz is unique for both 
drawing community wide attention 
to the pressing issues of poverty and 
homelessness, and directly benefitting 
those who are most in need of assistance. 
Too often those who struggle daily for 
basic food and shelter are alienated from 
the mainstream community. Your paper 
provides them with a voice and helps to 


I know you find the direction this country is heading under the current leadership as 
ensure they are not forgotten. 


troubling as I, and I want to assure you, I’m not writing this to preach to the converted, 
but more to reiterate the deep concern felt by just one of your constituents. I beg you 
raise the profile of this worrisome trend in the house, and remind those that claim to 
serve the citizenry, denying the people access to politically unpopular ideas is not 
only profoundly undemocratic, but also the historical precursor of totalitarianism. 


I commend you for managing to keep the 
paper afloat despite often overwhelming 
odds and wish you continued success in 
the future. 


Sincerely, Sincerely, 


Chris Cook 


“Shame on Canada” resonates through Europe 


by Inge Bolin 
“The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people who are evil, but 
because of the people who do nothing about it.” Albert Einstein 


Denise Savoie 





Canada and the 
North America Union 


How do you feel about that? What 


streetnewz@islandnet.com 
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does it actually mean? 

Canada is being handed over to 
the United States by the Canadian 
Council of Chief Executives and the 
American Council of Foreign Relations, 
aided by the Conservative and Liberal 
Federal governments, in order that the 
American “standards and way of life" 
can be sustained for a few more years. 
(Check the Free Trade Agreements, the 
Security and Prosperity Initiative, the 
Unification of the Armed Forces and the 
last secret and unreported meeting of 
government ministers and NGOs in Banff 
in September 2006.) 

We have a common language 
inherited from the Brits, a slightly 
different culture and political system 
and an economic, judicial and security 
system that is presently being quietly 
harmonised to U.S. standards in order to 
facilitate transnational business. Piece o' 
cake. No problem. “The Canadians don't 
know what they have signed" to quote 
a famous American comment after the 
1974 Free Trade Agreement. 

How do you feel about that? What will 
it actually mean to your kids? Could it be 
that Mr. Harper has actually written a 
draft of the language to be used for 
the North American Union in 2007? 
While the Quebecois are politically 
aware and active, our fellow Canadians 
have been sedated and kept in ignorance. 
Pity! We had a great country once and 
we are in the last stages of losing it. 


Derek Skinner - dj76is@shaw.ca 


Victoria Street Newz 


On March 30, 2007, Swiss radio interrupted its music to announce that Canada’s 
brutal seal massacre will make victims of another 270,000 baby seals this year. Other 
European countries followed, announcing to their shocked citizens that the atrocity 
will happen again despite the fact that innumerable baby seals are drowning due to 
rapidly melting Canadian ice. 

People are outraged in Europe and around the world. “How can your country allow 
for such reckless cruelty?” I am asked over and over. “Must you Canadians add more 
pain to such a tragic environmental situation?” they say with disdain showing on their 
faces. Some call us coward who let cruel sealers and a government that supports their 
inhumane actions dictate our lives. “Why don’t you Canadians stop the slaughter, it 
is so terrible?” an eleven year old girl asked me during a demonstration in Germany 
against cruelty to animals with focus on the Canadian atrocities. 

People around the world -Canadians excepted- have seen the bone-chilling videos 
and photos of hundreds of thousands of baby seals being clubbed and having their 
skins torn off while, according to veterinarians, 42% were still alive. 

In contrast to most Canadians who are kept in the dark by the media, Europeans 
know that the sealers were offered millions of dollars from animal protections agencies 
and individuals such as Lenie t’Hart from Holland (C$18 million) or Cathy Kangas 
(C$16.8 million). These individuals also offered to help the sealers establish ethical 
businesses and eco tourism so that visitors could see the beautiful live animals on the 
Canadian ice. But these generous offers were refused by an insensitive government 
that seems to care more about the continuation of a tradition of cruelty than about their 
country’s ailing reputation and large-scale boycotts that cost Canada $350 million 
dollars in lost sales of snow crabs alone (HSUS 1/16/2007) and massive losses in 
tourist dollars. 

Given this situation people abroad ask whether the cruel massacre has an even 
darker side to it. Cruelty is the worst of human characteristics. Canadians who 
respect life in all its forms must stop the seal massacre. It is against international 
animal protection standards; it is a crime against nature and is turning the world 
against us. If these atrocities continue, “Shame on Canada” will echo throughout the 
world long after the last defenseless baby seal had died in agony while its mother and 
the world watch in horror. 

Dr. Inge Bolin is an anthropologist who has done research and applied work in many countries. 


After having traveled the world she came to deeply appreciate the truth in the wise words of 
Mahatma Gandhi who said: “The greatness and moral progress of a nation is reflected in the way 


its animals are treated.” You can write to her at ibolin@telus.net 
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DEPLETED URANIUM: A CRIME AGAINST WISDOM --- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


In 1996 the UN passed a resolution stating that DU weapons are Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD). The European Parliament in 2001 passed a resolution against 
DU, the result of its use by NATO in Bosnia. 


People from all over the world have expressed concern. The Gulf War Syndrome 
is a result of a kind of political non-thinking. As Henry Kissinger put it succinctly: 
“Military men are just dumb. Stupid animals to be used as pawns in foreign policy.” 


Gulf War Syndrome includes chronic fatigue, headache, rashes, joint pain, muscle pain 
nerve damage, neurological damage, kidney damage, cardiovascular disease, thyroid 
disease, multiple cancers, autoimmune deficiencies, fevers and night sweats, fluid 
build-up, sleep disturbances, abnormal births and birth defects, menstrual problems, 
reduced IQ, confusion, memory loss, blood in stools, Epstein-Barr Syndrome, genetic 
alternations, sinus diseases, loss of smell, unusual hair loss, chemical sensitivities, 
asthma, and vision problems — just to name a small portion. 


We have 110 nuclear plants in the US (the most of any country in the world). According 
to the Center for Disease Control on Breast Cancer Deaths, between 1985 and 1989 
two-thirds of all breast cancer deaths occurred within 100 miles of a nuclear plants. 
Other high-radiation places are Los Alamos National Laboratory in New Mexico; the 
Idaho Nuclear Engineering Lab in Idaho; and Hanford in Washington State, where 
Plutonium is used. Some people feel they have contaminated the entire Columbia 
River Watershed — almost the entire state of Washington. 


Our soldiers are experiencing muscle aches, loss of energy, incontinence, destruction 
of the neuromuscular system. As the Uranium decays it turns into other radioactive 
isotopes. Teeth start to fall apart because the Uranium competes with calcium. 


Fortunately, some are working at the International level to fight this planetary parasite. 
One is Karen Parker who states “the use of DU would necessarily constitute grave 
breaches of the Geneva Conventions and other violations of humanitarian armed 
conflict.” According to Parker, a weapon is made illegal two ways: 


(1) by adoption of a specific treaty banning it; and (2) because it may not be used 
without violating the existing law and customs of war. As there is no specific treaty 
banning depleted uranium weapons, its illegality must be established the second 
way. 


The laws and customs of war (humanitarian law) includes all treaties governing 
military operations, weapons and protection of victims of war as well as all customary 
international law on these subjects. In other words, in evaluating whether a particular 
weapon is legal or illegal when there is not a specific treaty, the whole of humanitarian 
law must be consulted. 


There are four rules derived from the whole of humanitarian law regarding 
weapons: 


(1) Weapons may only be used in the legal field of battle, defined as legal military 
targets of the enemy in the war. Weapons may not have an adverse effect off the legal 
field of battle. (The “territorial” test). 


(2) Weapons can only be used for the duration of an armed conflict. A weapon that is 
used or continues to act after the war is over violates this criterion. (The “temporal” 
test). 


(3) Weapons may not be unduly inhumane. (The “humaneness” test). The Hague 
Conventions of 1899 and 1907 use the terms “unnecessary suffering” and “superfluous 
injury” for this concept. 


(4) Weapons may not have an unduly negative effect on the natural environment. 
(The “environmental” test). 


DU weaponry fails all four tests: 


(1) It cannot be “contained” to legal fields of battle and thus fails the territorial 
test. Instead the DU is airborn far a-field of legal targets to illegal (civilian) targets: 
hospitals, schools, civilian dwellings and even neighboring countries with which the 
user is not at war. 


(2) It cannot be “turned off’ when the war is over. Instead, DU weaponry continues 
to act after hostilities are over and thus fail the temporal test. Even with rigorous 
clean-up of war zones, the air-born particles have a half life of billions of years and 
have potential to keep killing and injuring former combatants and noncombatants 


long after the war is over. 


(3) It is inhumane and thus fails the humaneness test. DU weaponry is inhumane 
because of how it can kill—by cancer, kidney disease, etc.—and long after the 
hostilities are over when the killing must stop. DU is inhumane because it can 
cause birth (genetic) defects such as cranial facial anomalies, missing limbs, grossly 
deformed and non-viable infants and the like. It effects children who may never be 
a military target and who are born after the war is over. The tetragenic nature of DU 
weapons and the possible burdening of the gene pool of future generations raise the 
possibility that the use of DU weaponry is genocide. 


(4) It cannot be used without unduly damaging the natural environment and thus fails 
the environment test. Damage to the natural environment includes contamination of 
water and agricultural land necessary for the subsistence of the civilian population 
far beyond the lifetime of that population. Clean up is an inexact science and, in any 
case, extremely expensive —far beyond the ability of a poor country to pay for. 


One of the more useful provisions of treaty-based humanitarian law is the “Martens 
Clause” to the Hague Convention of 1907 that is repeated in subsequent humanitarian 
law treaties. In situations where there is not a specific treaty provision (which is 
the case with DU), the international community is nonetheless bound by “the rules 
of the principles of the law of nations, as they result from the usages established 
among civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity and the dictates of the public 
conscience.” 


Below is a series of some organizations that you can contact to raise the consciousness 
and bring this to a reality. The work must be done at the governmental level, including 
national and international at the UN. This letter is to strongly encourage you, as 
people who care more than just about your personal health - but for the soul of the 
planet — to take action. 


Peace be with you, and the whole living planet. 
APPENDIX 1: AN INTERNATIONAL APPEAL 


This is a draft by former United Nations Attorney General Ramsey Clark - An 
International Appeal to Ban the Use of Depleted Uranium Weapons: 


“Depleted Uranium Weapons are an unacceptable threat to life, a violation of 
International Law, and an assault on human dignity. To safeguard the future of 
humanity, we call for an unconditional International Ban forbidding: research, 
manufacture, testing, transportation, possession, and use of DU for military purposes. 
In addition, we call for the immediate isolation and containment of all DU weapons 
and wastes, through classification of DU as a radioactive and hazardous substance, 
the cleanup of existing DU contaminated areas, comprehensive efforts to prevent 
human exposure, and medical care for those who have been exposed.” 


APPENDIX 2: ORGANIZATIONS TO CONTACT 


The International Action Center: Depleted Uranium Education Project Website: 
www.iacenter.org/depleted/du.htm 
Action Guide: www.iacenter.org/images/du_snafu.pdf 


World Uranium Weapons Conference Website: 
www.traprockpeace.org/depleted_uranium_hamburg03.htm1 
Action Guide: 
traprockpeace.org/award_winning_du_film.html#actions 


Military Toxics Project - The mission of the Military Toxics Project is to unite 
activists, organizations, and communities in the struggle against military pollution, 
to assure its clean up, to limit the transport of hazardous materials, and to advance 
the development and implementation of preventative solutions to the toxic and 
radioactive pollution caused by military activities. The MTP mission is based on 
mutual respect and justice for all peoples, free from any form of discrimination or 
bias. www.miltoxproj.org 


Researched and Edited by Tree of Life Vegan/Live Food Nutrition Masters Graduate 
David Rainoshek (www.nutrientdensenutrition.com). Source: The Trojan Horses of 
Nuclear War, www.traprockpeace.org/depleted_uranium_hamburg03.html 


editor’s note: this article has been edited for space. The complete article is available 
at www.treeoflife.nu/articles html. 


WHY THE EARTH BALL WAS ABSENT FROM VICTORIA'S ANNUAL SPRING WALK AND EARTH DAY CELEBRATION 





by Bob Stuart 


After doing what I could for peace ‘n’ justice on the 
coast since 7/7/77, a year and a half ago I was awoken 
in a remote cabin from just the unluckiest possible state 
of sleep, by a work crew that reminded me of a previous 
life-threatening situation. 


I was in a Post Traumatic Stress Disorder daze for two 
weeks before I started to recover my previous recovery. 
I honestly wouldn’t have repeated the experience for ten 
grand, and when I try to tell non-experts about it, they 
assume I’m exaggerating. So, last year, I tried to make 
sure I would get notice of disruptive work around my 
place by volunteering to do it free, if a date could be set. 
Next thing I knew, I was getting evicted, with 
my phobia being used for leverage. That’s 
when I started to find out how toothless the 
Tenancy branch is. It soon became obvious 
that I’d never sleep well enough in a B.C. 
rental to recover my sanity a third time. 


But, maybe I got lucky. I moved to my old car, 
put gas in the tank, and checked out the rumours 
about surplus houses in Saskatchewan. It is 
not quite what I expected, but there are some 
great opportunities here. There are a lot of ff 
jobs, and the papers are full of articles about 
trying to stop population loss to Alberta. 
Rent is still not cheap, but if you can live in 
the boonies, owning can get very easy. In ff 
Kandahar, you get a great address, a view 
of a lake that is a bird-watchers dream, and 
your choice of houses from about a thousand 
dollars up. There are no stores in town, just 
a couple dozen friendly neighbors. There are 
many abandoned houses for salvage, as well 
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as a brick school building. There are dozens of stores 
12 km away, and a good firewood supply in the adjacent 
Touchwood Hills, which really looks more like Ontario 
than prairie. 


There are also many unoccupied farm houses, due to 
farms getting bigger. Sometimes, the sheds are in use, 
and a watchperson might be welcome. Basically, the 
people are friendly, and no strangers to hard times. 
Starting now, it would not be hard to find a place and 
have time to fix it up before next winter. Underground 
homes, hay-bale structures, and barn conversions are 
all feasible. On a map, you will see that there are not 
many roads north of the big green spot in the middle. 
On both sides of that line is the boreal forest, which is 
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less cleared as you go north. The more trees, the more 
free firewood, produced by periodic droughts. 


The winter is long, but does not have to feel hard, 
especially if you like bright sunny days. There’s enough 
summer time for a garden, while grain and game are 
both plentiful. For subsistence, the best and most 
frequent deals are on lots of 160 acres, for $20-80k so 
you might want to bring several friends. That would 
make the transition easier in many ways. Job versatility 
may involve a long commute, so just having a small car 
instead of a big pickup gives you twice as many good 
choices. 
To keep in touch using a laptop during the search, you 
can get an ethernet cable for email at small-town libraries 
or computer repair shops. Larger centers have 
Wi-Fi, and libraries have regular “net access 
too. To find interesting scenery you can look 
for wiggly roads or rivers - I saw a sound 
house being torn down to restore the land to 
farm use right on the banks of a major river. 
The best and cheapest camping with showers 
is at small town municipal sites. The satellite 
photos on Google might save a lot of driving. 
Here’s the URL for Kandahar: maps.google. 
com/?ie=UTF8&z=14&N=51.759075,-104.3 
59217&spn=0.035754,0.079222&t=h&om=1 
If you decide to make the trek, I’d be glad to 
hear from you. If you stay, but would like to 
help gather stories about tenant abuse, I'd like 
| to hear about that too. 


Bob Stuart created the Earth Ball that floated above 
the Earth Day crowds for 25 years. He also created 
the Car-Cycle X-4, a prototype pedal-powered car 
with a child seat that is 30% faster than a bicycle. 
You can write to Bob at bobstuart@sasktel.net. 
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Dear Couz - by Jennifer Hastie 
Hi Couz: 


I know, I know, it’s been along time since I last wrote 
to you. You see, we have been traveling again. 


I was downtown the other day. The next time you are 
here, be sure to check out the First Nations artists in 
the harbour area nearest to the Parliament buildings. N 
Make sure that it’s a good day. The wind and the rain = A 

can be brutal. \ 

Man, is there some beautiful work being done! The }¥ 4 

tourists are getting real buys. I spent a couple of days 

watching them. The group works endlessly, so to boot, you get to see how the art is 
being made. And the art doesn’t seem to be carelessly done, either, in spite of the 
tourists’ grabbing this one and that one to look at or to buy. 


I noticed that these guys all look after one another too, while they head for a washroom 
(where???) or grab a bite to eat. What awful working conditions. And so cold, too! 


Another thing that I love (you know me) is that you can ask them questions about the 
meaning behind their work. Some will tell you about the native history, the culture, 
what each symbol means. I can hear you chuckling about that one, as I write to you! 


One of these artists is a man whose roots are a a 
Coast Salish/ NezPierce. This artisan, as he 
describes himself, is primarily a painter. He 
paints on drums and mandelas. Yes, Couz, 
I do have that word spelled right, because 
he said that the name was spelled the same 
way as Nelson Mandela’s. 


First, the drums. The drums are made from 
deer skin, stretched tightly around a round 
frame. How you can stretch skin and not 
have it break is beyond me! I have seen this 
kind of native drum lots of times, but I have 
never got a chance to hit one before! The 
sound was beautiful, haunting. They are painted with different native motifs, and can be 
used as a wall hanging. There are different sizes for sale, 12 — 24 inches across, selling 
from $200 to $2,000. The price can be lowered a bit if you are an oldie, or, perhaps, a 
Se ESA =] respected person. 





From the deer skin scraps the artisan makes tiny 
drums—so cute, perfect for mailing off somewhere. 
| You could almost put one in a CD plastic thingey 
and send it off in the mail to someone. The price 
for a tiny drum is only $20.00. I bought one with 
an eagle motif yesterday. You’ ll have to see it when 
you’re next in town. 


Second, the Mandelas. These look like dream 
catchers, but are not. He paints beautiful pictures 
of birds, etc., on them. The artisan explained that 
dream catchers are just for catching dreams, but 
Mandelas, set in the morning where the sun rays can 
land, have the power to make bad dreams disappear. 
Then, you can start to heal. The Mandela only works when you are sleeping, so it must 
be put in place the night before. 


The other artisan that I want to tell you about is a woman whose roots are from ‘way 
up north. Well, the middle of the province. To be exact, she is from the Gitksan tribe, 
near Kispiox. Never heard 
of those names? Most of us f 
haven’t! They are near the 
famous K’san Art Centre, 
up Hazelton way. She has 
lived all her life down here, 
though. Like all natives, I 
am discovering, she is quick 
to point out the so-called 
“gaps” in her knowledge. 
Take her marvelous, delicate, 
colourful, tiny baskets, a 
couple of them only % - 1 
inch across. She calls them 
“worry boxes.” The deal is: 


you put them on your windowsill at night and in the 
morning, your worries will be gone. Hey, I could go for that! 


Because this artist says that she was never taught to make these baskets out of cedar 
bark, she says that she must not make them that way. Her own idea, then, is to make 
them out of beads. They glitter so beautifully in the sun! They must take hours and 
hours to make, with such a tiny needle and beads. And she keeps being interrupted by 


iste 





The artisan also makes necklaces, ankle 
bracelets, all those items that the young’uns 
like for presents. They sell between $5.00 and 
$100.00. 


I asked both these artisans what they want to 
say to the white man. Both said: Respect us. 
Respect our culture. One said “settle those land 
claims and let’s get on with life.” The other 
said: “Realize that our children need to know 
their culture. Let me teach them to carve, to 
paint, and then, to heal from you guys.” 


You know something, Couz? I think that we whities also lost something in the war on 
who gets to rule the land: I must stoop to bugging them, when they are so busy during 
the tourist season, in order to learn more about this beautiful spirituality. Where can I 
learn it? It sure wasn’t in our text books when we went to school. 


These First Nations’ cultures give us an alternative to the stiff upper lip, materialistic 
culture that so many of us worship today. It is kinder, more forgiving. It helps you to 
stop. And listen. And learn. One of these artisans is a single parent. One is a foster 
home parent, approved by the Ministry of Social Services. 


See you the next time that you are down here, Couz! 


Jennifer and her husband live in Victoria today. She is a healthy, active senior who 
enjoys writing volunteer articles for various publications. 
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HOW A POLICE STATE WORKS 


by Tim Rourke 


Social justice activism has trouble getting going in Canada. This is not because of 
fighting among activists. The infighting is because of the lack of effective civil 
rights. 


how a police state works 


Given the degree of injustice in Canadian society, it is singular that there is so 
little organised activism. There are theories about why; most invoking either the fine 
old Canadian tradition of ‘compromise’ and ‘reasonableness,’ or else the Canadian 
character of passivity and lack of a sense of justice. 

One deeper explanation starts with the fact that there was government in Canada 
before there were any people. It was a military bureaucracy obsessed with the idea 
that the American revolution would spread north and exert a strict control over the 
population. We have never really broken out of this early ‘fortress’ mentality, and 
that same basic institutional structure is still available to whoever is in power. 

Most Canadians will find the suggestion that they are living in a police state to be 
bizarre. But most states are police states; the difference is in the subtlety or severity 
of the means of control. Canada is what political scientists call a “democradura.’ The 
government is elected, but the people do not generally realise how restricted their 
civil liberties are. 


the state of policing 


Modern police forces were created to do just what their name implies: to police by 
force. This means, to monitor a particular area and/or group of people, watching for 
whatever activity those who pay the police force do not want, and to stop it. There is 
usually a reluctance to call them ‘peace keepers’ or ‘peace officers,’ or a ‘service.’ 

In Canada, most people have very limited interaction with local police forces. 
Those who do usually notice that the police have absolutely no interest in what 
the public wants or needs them to do. And in Canada, not judges, nor the local 
governments who fund police, nor even the supposed command structure of the 
police, seem to have any control over what the police do. 

Those who look into how police ‘officers’ are chosen, how they are trained, and 
what they do with their time while on the job, run into a wall. They do not do much 
of what most people would consider normal police work; the average cop answers 
one ‘request for assistance’ per shift. 

Given this, and from observing police behaviour at public demonstrations, it is 
hard to avoid the conclusion that police are maintained primarily as a domestic army 
to deal with any ‘disorder’ with clubs, escalating rapidly to automatic weapons 
fire if ‘resistance’ persists. We do not have the right to live where some police are 
concerned. 


policing the opposition 


There is more to keeping a population under control than brute force. Peaceful 
political organising is harder to deal with, but also must be made ineffective if the 
democradura is to be maintained. 

The common idea of a police state is one that employs a massive domestic 
intelligence force, with thousands of agents in every city, each running networks of 
informers, building files on almost everybody. Every night doors are being smashed 
down and people dragged away, never to be heard of again. 

That is industrial strength police state. It is a dumb way of operating, intended to 
control by terrorising. You get this when the people in power are really stupid, really 
crazy, or are have a really shaky grip on power. Usually, all three. The Nazi Gestapo 
needed only about 50 men to suppress resistance in a city of a million people. They 
did not have to spy on the local ‘underground’ resistance; the ‘underground’ mostly 
came falling over themselves to be first to rat the others out to them. 

Sometimes Anarchist and Trotskyite groups are the most inclined to spy out other 
political groups and to try to put the police on to them. But any group that is outside 
official bounds will attract a mix of criminals, crazies, and crusaders. There is no 
way to enforce membership criteria, a standard of behaviour, or basic discipline 
except by crude violence, because the group is outside the law. 

In Canada we have ‘police state light.’ It still relies on paid thugs to create ‘false 
flag’ and ‘rival’ activist groups. It exploits jealousies among groups and personal 
jealousies within groups. But the approach is softer, and relies on perverting 
judicial processes ‘just enough.’ People can be convinced that there really is mere 
‘infighting’ going on, and an occasional “miscarriage of justice,’ and to not look for 
the patterns. 


how it works 


There are many obviously crazy and crooked characters involved in poverty, 
housing and tenancy, environment, and public planning activism in Toronto. Many 
of them seem to be well funded. If the police were what they are presumed to be, 
most of them would be charged with fraud, with public mischief for laying false 
complaints against people, and even with assault. 

Police seem utterly uninterested in acting on the most well grounded complaints 
against these people. Yet they will jump when these ‘visible’ people make even the 
most patently spurious charges against ‘nobodies.’ Quite a few people have spent 
quite a bit of time in jail for nothing. 

The cops’ justification is that they “do not want to take over the role of the courts,” 
so if there is any kind of accusation, they just arrest and ‘let the courts sort it out.’ 
When the case gets thrown out after the target has sat in jail for months, it is; ‘sue the 
accuser. Do not sue us for negligent investigation- or else!’ Yet when calls for police 
assistance come from ‘nobodies,’ they are very reluctant to act. 

And they do not simply lay a charge and ‘let the courts deal with it.’ It is a poorly 
kept secret that the police often run the court staff. The cases in which they really 
want somebody kept in jail usually go before particular justices and judges. 

Some police will do anything to keep the victim tied up in jail or on ridiculous 
bail conditions, while avoiding a trial on the facts behind the arrest, and above all, to 
avoid having to testify about why the charge was laid. 

We rarely hear again from those who have been subjected to this process. Their 
lives are destroyed, it takes them years to get back on their feet and even think about 
suing. They are no longer effective as activists. 


solutions 


We have here a planned system of suppression, but its effectiveness depends on 
people not seeing it for what it is, so its victims can be isolated. 

Most people agree that they would benefit from reforms to the present system. 
This requires an effective social justice movement. This depends on honest activists 
learning to overcome this system of suppression, and this lack of true civil rights. 

This means overcoming the idea that we already have a democracy in Canada. 
For good people involved in social activism, it means overcoming all the social 
conditioning to “get along’ and to see themselves as responsible for other people’s 
behaviour. It means learning to ‘out’ vicious behaviour and to protect the targets of it. 
That leads us to the really deep, psycho-social mechanisms of social control, which 
leads this writer to another article that needs to be written. 


Tim Rourke is a 52 year old life long disabled person, originally from Alberta, now living 
in social housing in Toronto, Ontario. He is presently organising a Citizen’s Income 
group to promote the idea of a liveable income for everyone, as a right of citizenship. 
(www.qaz.ca/citizensicome.html) You can read his writings on many topics at www.qaz. 
ca/racoon.html, and write to him at tar @qaz.ca. 
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Forest Action: The Antidote to Despair 
by Zoe Blunt 


Alex Patterson pulls off the harness he’s been wearing since 
breakfast. The young man’s khaki pants are smeared with dirt 
and his hair is festooned with moss and bits of bark. He shakes 
out the straps of the harness and untangles the dangling ropes 
and clips. A second tree-climber steps out of the woods, sweaty 
but smiling, and gives Patterson a pat on the back. “Thanks 
for the lesson, man. That was awesome,” the young woman 
says as she turns toward the kitchen tent. “Right on. Come back 
tomorrow if you want to learn stirruping,” Patterson calls after 
her. 

In front of the kitchen, a large yellow signboard proclaims, 
“Welcome to Wild Earth.” A second board lists the day’s 
workshops and ferry schedule. Three people are chopping 
potatoes and onions for dinner. Another strums a guitar. Two 
youngsters chase each other around the picnic table. 

The Wild Earth gathering at Newcastle Island Provincial 
Park in June 2006 marked the seventh year of training and 
networking for eco-action in BC. Since 1999, organizers say 
eight hundred people have attended seventy-five workshops 
on topics ranging from civil disobedience to indigenous rights. 
The annual “boot camp” is hosted by an independent, ad hoc 
group of volunteers. 

After hearing about the gathering for the first time in 2006, 
Patterson decided to hitchhike from Ontario to British Columbia 
to teach others how to climb trees. Patterson is a veteran of the 
Red Hill tree sits that blocked a highway project near Hamilton, 
and he believes more forest activists should embrace non- 
violent action. 

“Direct action is the first and last line of defense,” Patterson 
says. “It’s the only way people at the grassroots level can really 
affect things. It sidesteps all the layers of bureaucracy and legal 
barriers created by people in power in order to keep themselves 
in power and prevent us from creating meaningful change.” 

When the situation requires blockades and tree sits, forest 
activists need to know which strategies work. That’s why 
training is so crucial, Patterson says. “Whatever the moral and 
ethical issues of direct action, there’s very important tactical 
issues. If people don’t know how to do this stuff, they come 
to confrontations unprepared. And if we’re not prepared, the 
police take us to jail.” 

Chief Qwatsinas (Ed Moody), of the Nuxalk Nation’s House 
of Smayusta, is traveling from Bella Coola to Vancouver Island 
to deliver a Wild Earth keynote address on problems with the 
Great Bear Rainforest agreement. Qwatsinas has spent more 
than thirteen years fighting to protect the coast. 

In 1997, Nuxalk members and their allies — Greenpeace, 
Forest Action Network, Bear Watch and People’s Action for 
Threatened Habitat — blocked logging operations on Roderick 
Island, King Island and Ista, which is sacred to the Nuxalk 
as the place where the first woman came to earth. Two dozen 
Nuxalk people were arrested that year, including Qwatsinas. 

Now, he says, the protests are more timid. “A lot of people 
are scared of tactics from the other side, arresting tactics and 
reporting tactics. You develop a criminal record from being 
a part of the action.” But Qwatsinas is not intimidated. “If 
that’s what it takes, to be labeled a terrorist, then let’s save the 
trees.” 

Qwatsinas and the House of Smayusta did not sign on 
to the 2006 Great Bear Rainforest agreement. He feels the 
compromise gives away too much of the forest, and he says the 
rate of logging has on the coast has increased dramatically in 
the past year. 

In the past few years, BC’s long tradition of non-violent 
resistance to forest destruction has virtually disappeared. 
Qwatsinas blames Greenpeace for pulling the plug on the 
blockades during the Great Bear negotiations. 

“They made the Central Coast an environmental-protest- 
free zone,” Qwatsinas says. “We can’t go out and blockade or 
protest. We’re neutralized, really. They’re handcuffed. How are 
you going to set forth your demands at the table when your will 
is broken?” 

But compromise is not an option when defending sacred land, 
and Qwatsinas predicts the recent lull in peaceful resistance 
won’t last. “I think people will start to realize what’s going on 
and start to create those movements. I think direct action will 
start to blow back into the picture again. There’s only so much 
abuse and sacrifice the wildlife and the environment can take.” 

Wild Earth organizer Tim Dobbyn has committed a big part 
of his life to the training camp. “I think direct action works 
because it is immediate,” the 23-year old North Vancouver 
resident explains. “Indirect methods can work, but they take 
more time — time forests and people don’t have, in some 
cases. Direct actions also raise the consciousness about issues, 
bringing more attention and more hands to help.” 

Dobbyn attended the first Wild Earth gathering in 1999, when 
he was 15. Now the campout is a family event, with his partner 
Fern and his two small children. Dobbyn emphasizes that the 
training camp teaches more than just protest tactics. “We’re 
here to strengthen bonds with friends, make new friends, learn 
new skills and ideas, and build radical community.” 


The Wild Earth Rendezvous takes place June 1 — 7 at a 
backcountry forest camp southwest of Cowichan Lake on 
Vancouver Island. Admission is by donation and includes 
meals, snacks, and childcare for the week. Info & directions 
are available online at wildearth2007.blogspot.com. 
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I| Follow the links to Canada. 
regarding SPAM is a Canadian government site 
| with good advice: www.stopspamhere.ca. 


SAYING ‘NO! TO FLYERS, JUNK MAIL -- AND SPY WARE 


In the May 2007 edition of Street Newz, Rodney 
Graham offered tips and advice for reducing 
advertising flyers and saving the environment 
(available online in the archives at relativenewz. 
ca). In this issue he suggests ways to combat spam 
and spyware. 


SPAM 


In Canada, five billion junk e-mails are sent every 
year. But the federal government and the Canadian 
Radio-television and Telecommunications 
Commission have chosen not to “address” the issue. 
Advertisers can buy as many as one million e-mail 
addresses for a few hundred dollars. To say that 
this is unethical would be an understatement. 


The Monty Python clan had a funny gag routine 
where they would sing about how much they loved 
Spam. Many college students ate a whole lot of it 
and probably still do because it is so economical. 
Of course it was canned Spam they were making 
fun of -- not computer viruses and advertisement 
trickery. The technological spam is not amusing at 
all. Viruses can cause hundreds of dollars worth of 
damage if not thousands and wipe out entire banks 
of memory. Annoying but not as deadly is ad ware 
that sneaks into your pc in clever ways. You can get 
rid of ad are easily with free anti-ad ware software 
from free anti ad ware sites on the Internet but 
viruses need more attention. 


A computer breakdown of 
a well-known Canadian 
actress is a portrait of how 
serious the issue of computer 
viruses can be. Margot 
Kidder, well known for her 
co-starring role in the first 
Superman movie had been 
journaling her life’s history 
on a laptop computer. In 
fact, she had been working 
on it for many years. The 
problem was, she never 
stored it to CDs. She only 
stored it on the hard drive 
of her laptop computer. 
Well, you guessed it, the 
computer crashed one day 
because of a computer 
virus apparently. Now, the 
sad thing is, she put a great 
deal of importance into her 
journals/diary of her life and to her it was of greatest 
importance to her. I’m sure many writers/artists out 
there could understand. 


Although Margot Kidder had a history of manic 
depression she had lived with it. But in 1998 
the event occurred that triggered her mental 
collapse. It wiped out three years of her work on 
an autobiography. She stopped eating and sleeping 
and left Montana and travelled to LA to seek out 
someone who could help her fix her computer and 
retrieve the lost data. According to some papers 
she cut her hair off in clumps and roamed the streets 
and even ended up staying in shelters and eating 
at soup kitchens. Eventually friends and family 
nursed her back to health and she now is stable and 
even acting again. 





Although junk mail and flyers have been an issue 
for consumers for many years spam and unsolicited 
e-mails have been challenged and attacked with far 
more vigour by not only private citizens but also 
many businesses. Businesses themselves have lost 
incredible amounts of money because of the time 
wasted to slog through mountains of spam e-mails 
and lost data due to viruses. Larger corporations 
have sophisticated anti-virus and anti-spamware 
programs in their computers. Various private 
members bills have been brought forward both in 
Canada and the U.S. to regulate spam e-mails and 
faxes too. 


Montreal has a by-law prohibiting persons from 
contravening no flyer (Non circulaire) signs but 
few larger municipalities have followed their lead. 
But the issue of spam is another matter as the battle 
to stop spam is being fought in Canada and the U.S. 
in the courts and parliament. 


Brightmail, a spam-blocking firm, says the volume 
of junk e-mail has tripled in the past year. Spam 
now accounts for about a third of all e-mail sent to 
corporate addresses. 


One of the best sites with instructions on how to 
stop spam and spyware is www.junkbusters.com. 
It is an American site and is huge but the info for 
Canada is very up to date and comprehensive. 
Another good site 


| Stopping pop ups and “spyware”. 


Fortunately, all new pcs have security info for 
XP with simple directions. But if you buy used, 
as my neighbours did you are in for trouble if you 


| are computer illiterate. My neighbours called me 


late one night saying,’ ...our new computer is shut 


-| down and won’t work! Help us!’ They didn’t have 
| a virus but several “spy ware” bugs in their pc. I 
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told them they 
should have 
told me they 
had bought a 
used computer. 


We fixed it 
quickly by 
downloading 
a couple of 
free ad ware 
checkers and 
cleaned out 


150 ‘bugs’ that 
had slowed the 
machine so 
dramatically 
they thought 
they would 
need to spend hundreds to fix it. 
ways to get yourself a free meal! 





There’s many 
I don’t know 
why salespeople don’t tell people to install anti- 
virus software before they do anything with the 
machine! 


Pop up blockers can be obtained from safe places 
like Google (It comes with their browser though). 
Free ad ware checker sites are all over the net as 
well. The world’s most reliable and favourite virus 
checker - Symantec’s “Norton” antivirus software 
also comes with spam and pop up stoppers as do 

the entire mainstream anti 


virus software companies. 
Although many computer 
buffs have criticized 


Microsoft they are still one 
of the best sources for info 
on free antiviral websites and 
recourses. Their address is: 
www.microsoft.com/security/ 
default.mspx. 


For the more activist minded 
folks: Coalition Against 
UnsolicitedCommercialEmail 
is an ad hoc, all volunteers 
program, created by Netizens 
to advocate for a legislative 
solution to the problem called 
spam, their web address is: 
cauce.ca. Again, because 
there is so much technical 
info and instructions to give 
— here is the address of the 
number one best site for combating spam, spyware 
and anything similar — www.junkbusters.com. Just 
follow the links to Canada info as they apparently 
cover the entire globe! Check Canadian gov site 
here: stopspamhere.ca. 





Help protect your computer with safer e-mail 
practices.Sending and reading e-mail over the 
Internet is one of today’s most popular activities. 
The widespread use of this technology makes it a 
primary way for computer viruses to spread. You 
can help protect your computer against viruses that 
spread by e-mail, and when you do so, you also 
help protect people who receive e-mail from you. 


Be very cautious about opening links that you 
receive in e-mail. You never really know what a 
link is connected to. Internet Explorer 6 contains 
features that will help protect you in this situation. 


Use virus-scanning software and keep it up to date 
with regular updates from the provider. Updates 
are very important because new viruses are created 
regularly. 


Don’t open attachments from senders you don’t 
know. Even if you know and trust the source of the 
e-mail you should still be cautious. Carefully read 
the e-mail’s subject line. Does the message on the 
subject line make sense coming from the sender? 
Does the subject line refer to something this person 
would want to send you a message about? If the 
subject line is just gibberish or does not make sense, 
you should not open the attachment. 


Read your messages in plain text. Much of the e- 
mail you receive is created using a simple computer 
language called HTML. HTML makes it possible 
to use pictures, fancy backgrounds, icons, and 
different kinds of text in e-mail. But HTML can 
also allow hackers to hide viruses in e-mail. When 
you read your e-mail in plain text, you prevent the 
viruses from being transmitted to your computer. 


Use your e-mail program’s security features. See 
your e-mail program’s Help topics for information 
about the options available to you. Many programs 
now include options for filtering images, handling 
attachments, and blocking unwanted messages. 
Features like these work together to help protect 
your computer and anyone you correspond with. 


My recommendation is Symantec’s Norton though 
when it comes to anti virus equipment -- It’s worth 
the $70.00 to protect your investment... To some 
people, like me for example, a computer is their 
most expensive investment -- and valuable tool. 


Rodney Graham is a freelance journalist/activist 
living in Winnipeg Manitoba. You can write to Rod 
at streetsheetcda@hotmail.com. 
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Left Coast Happenings 


A full events list is published weekly at relativenewz.ca. Send your event info & reviews to streetnewz@islandnet.com 


Mondays Movie Monday - 6:30 pm, Eric Martin Pavilion (1900 block Fort St. by donation 595-FLIC or www.islandnet.com/mm 

Wednesdays Falun Gong faluninfo.net. Fernwood Community Centre, 1240 Gladstone 5-7 p.m. Info: (250)995-1494 free 

Wednesdays Peace Vigils @ the Legislature, noon - 1 pm, except 1st Wednesdays @7 pm - Imagine:War Never Again 477-1944 

Wednesdays SOLID (Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers) except welfare day, 7-9 pm, 1947 Cook St. 

Wednesdays Integrative Health Forum: INFORM yourself about health, 7-8pm, Free, 229, 560 Johnson-Market Square www.pacificrimcollege.ca 

Wednesdays Committee to End All Homelessness 7-9 pm, Silver Threads on Fort St. near Fisgard - victoria@communitysolidarity.org, 812-1099 

Wednesdays Open Dharma: deep relaxation, meditation, spiritual videos and discussion, 7 pm, 234 Menzies, $5, 360-0052 or OpenDharmaBC@yahoo.com 


Fourth Fridays 
Last Fridays 
Sat Mornings 


Café Simpatico, Activist coffeehouse, 1923 Fernwood. Doors at 7 pm. casc@telus.net , by donation, 598-7690, communitypipe.org 
Propel Yourself! Victoria Critical Mass Bike Rides - Centennial Square, 5 pm. bring bike, board, helmet, lights, bliss. 
Sikh meditation -all welcome 6-7 am, Gurdwara Singh Sabha Society (470 Cecelia Rd) Info: jindi@hotmail.com 


Saturdays Community Drum Circle begins June 23rd until August 11th, 1-3pm @ Downtown Community Activity Centre 755 Pandora Avenue. 
Sat & Sun Falun Gong faluninfo.net 10-noon, Beacon Hill Pk, across from petting zoo, all winter. 250-995-1494 free 

Sundays Immigrant Youth (12-18) Group @ ICA - 930 Balmoral, 1-3 pm 388-4728 or youth@icavictoria.org 

Sundays Join Victoria's Food Not Bombs and prepare, cook, and/or clean-up on Sundays (see pg 7) 383-5144 extension 1940 

4th Sundays Council of Canadians Coffee Nights 6:30-8:30 pm, Black Stilt Café, 103-1633 Hillside Ave. Info: 220-5355 

Monthly Faith in Action -a multi-faith coalition working to put more heart into BC's income assistance. www.bcfaithinaction.ca 


Binners, Labour Rights, the Environment, and Public Policy 


The Communities-based Research Laboratory (CBRL) at the University of Victoria 
will be starting a participatory-based livelihood assessment of the binning community in 
Victoria, an initiative in collaboration with the University of British Columbia and funded 
by Human Resources and Social Development Canada (HRSDC). The purpose of this 
project is to conduct a participatory base line survey (census) among binners in Victoria to 
gain a better understanding of the extent and diversity of this community and to record the 
assets and barriers that binners face during their work. This project will help shed light on 
quality of life issues regarding this population and will contribute to defining appropriate 
public policies that can tackle the social and economic needs of these people and that are 
integrated in the local community development. 

Binning is a common phenomenon particularly in poor countries and it is becoming 
more widespread also in the North. It is estimated that there are at least 50 binners (informal 
recyclers) in Victoria today. The value redeemed from the bottles remains an important 
source of income for them, many of who are homeless. As scavenging through garbage bins 
remains an illegal activity, their actions are not without confrontation. Frequent encounters 
with police lead to fines or arrests. Also, humiliation towards them is a common reaction 
from the community at large. However, binning provides the ability to become independent, 
without having to resort to begging or crime. 

Individual community initiatives in Vancouver are already working to eliminate the 
negative stigma that is attached to binning, to empower the binners and to improve their 
image. The United We Can bottle depot (www.unitedwecan.ca) in Downtown Eastside 
Vancouver, a social enterprise, plays an important role in improving the public image of 
Binners and in strengthening the cohesion among them. Key leaders from the Vancouver 
initiatives will be invited to participate in this project for experience sharing and learning. 
First contacts between the binning communities in Vancouver and Victoria have already 
been made and the dialogue between government, society and binners in Victoria and 
Vancouver has been initiated over the past months, culminating in the Waste Reduction 
Week last October 2006 at UVic (see photo). 

Victoria participants include Tony Hoar, of Tony’s Trailers and representatives of the 
binning community, among other partners in business, community and government. The 
research will aim to improve the livelihood strategies of binners by generating awareness in 
our community about the benefits from strong partnerships between consumers and binners, 
and by restoring the dignity and integrity of binners that is often challenged by society’s 
negative perception. 

There are close links to research already conducted on binning in cities in Brazil, 
conducted under the project: Participatory Sustainable Waste Management, which is funded 
by the CIDA University Partnership and Collaboration in Development Program. For more 
information on this project please visit the project website at www.pswm.uvic.ca. 


Project Activities 


The Binning census will be administered by participating binners and members 
of the Community-based Research Laboratory at selected bottle depots in Victoria 
during the week of June 18th to June 22nd. Following the survey, there will be a 2- 
day participatory-based community mapping workshop on June 23rd and 24th. The 
downtown location is still to be determined and members of the community are encouraged 
to attend. Please watch out for postings and media closer to the workshop date for more 
details. 


For more information please contact Crystal Tremblay at crystalt @uvic.ca. 
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Celebrating Diversity 


From Jerry Li Xie 


On Tuesday, March 13, students and staff at Mount Douglas Secondary 
School in Victoria celebrated their diversity with the Mount Doug Multicultural 
Day and Social Responsibility Conference. 

Organized by the school’s Youth Combating Intolerance club with help from 
teachers, this gala event was intended to promote recognition of the nation’s 
diverse nature, enhance unity within diversity, and promote understanding to all 
members of the community. It featured Vaden Earle from Absolute Leadership 
as keynote speaker, who eloquently engaged all students to take on constructive 
and proactive roles and intentionally respond to and confront issues within the 
realms of multiculturalism, environment, and social justice. 

38 guest speakers from universities, community agencies and other 
sources were invited to give presentations to the classes on a wide range of 
subjects including multiculturalism, anti-racism, social responsibility, history, 
community development and the environment. Gourmet dishes and desserts 
originated from different nations prepared by the school’s cooking class were 
sold at lunch; traditional costumes worn by students and teachers created an 
exceptional atmosphere within the school that lasted for the entire day. 

In the evening, Vaden Earle delivered another speech on his visions of all 
individual students taking proactive roles in their communities and the Global 
Village. Also present in the evening were the Mount Douglas Secondary jazz 
band and dancers, student artists, art displays, as well as Esquimalt First Nations 
singers and dancers. Students, parents and teachers spontaneously prepared 
and shared desserts from different cultural backgrounds. 

All proceeds from the Multicultural Day sales, including a silent auction in 
the evening, go to Free the Children, an organization building a school in Sierra 
Leone, in which Mount Douglas students are involved. 

As an exceptional vehicle to engage and empower students to combat 
current social justice issues and promote unity, understanding and sharing, the 
Mount Douglas Secondary School Multicultural Day and Social Responsibility 
Conference received positive feedback from the community. Staff and students 
look forward to organizing similar events in the future. 


GO ONLINE WITH HOMELESS NATION 


a 




















Homelessnation.org is a chance to become the 
media, empower our voices collectively, breakdown 
stereotypes and fight for social justice. 


Homelessnation.org is a forum by and for the 
homeless of Canada where YOU can represent 
yourself the way you want to be presented, tell 
your story, express your points of view and be heard. 


Homeless Nation’s Victoria Outreach Worker Richard will assist 
in the creation of testimonials in 3 easy steps: 


* Video recording of testimonials 

* Assisting in creating your very own web page on the site and 
answering any questions with regards to the site and how it 
works 

* Uploading your video onto your web page so the world can 
hear your voice! 


“Everyone has the right to free speech as guaranteed by our 
Charter of Freedoms. Our fight is peoples’ right to be heard.” 
- Gadget, Montreal outreach Worker 


JOIN NOW! IT’S FREE! Get your own free webpage and 
e-mail address at homelessnation.org. Contact Richard 
via email at richard@boyce.net 


Your thoughts and opinions matter. 
Want some help writing them? 


James Rowe, a grad student in political science 

from the University of California, Santa Cruz, 

will be available every Thursday from 1-2:30 

pm at Our Place to converse about the writing 

process with any interested Street Newz or 

other writers. He will happily edit pieces, or simply shoot the 
breeze about the joys and frustrations of writing our world. 
Any conversations writers would like to have, he would love 
to be party to. Writing is usually for an audience, and yet the 
process can be isolating and alienating. This time/space is 
intended to bring some sociability and support to the writing 
process. James can be identified by the large red knapsack 
he always has with him. 
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My Pollution Solution 
by cyann ray 


Allow less people to drive. If we were to simply remove all the 
unskilled, nervous and inconsiderate drivers from the road, traffic, 
and the accompanying pollution, would be cut in half. And with all 
the bad drivers gone, our streets and communities would be safer 
for everyone. More folks would cycle which not only cuts down on 
greenhouse gases but also on healthcare costs. Allowing less people 
to drive seems like an ideal solution to me and I suggest two primary 
ways to make this happen: raise the age at which a person can get a 
license to 21 and make the test a lot more difficult so that only those 
with actual driving skills would pass. 


It is absolutely ludicrous that we are still allowing children to drive. 
It’s not like we need young Billy knowing how to operate the tractor 
so he can help out with the family farm anymore. Teenagers are a 
curious, chaotic, distracted and malleable group bent on experiencing 
as much as possible. Their hormones are raging, their social existence 
is paramount, they feel invincible and few would argue that it is a 
tumultuous time full of change and uncertainty. Not really the best 
time to be giving them one of the biggest responsibilities they will 
ever have to handle. 


Cars are not keys to adulthood, nor are they toys. They are two-ton 
killing machines that require a skilled, mature, focused adult at the 
helm. These essential qualities are not yet developed in most teenagers 
and in fact, run counter to their free-spirited, youthful disposition. 
Part of being mature is being able to see beyond your own existence 
and appreciate being part of the global universe. Ask yourself these 
questions: 


1) Do you think it’s lame to take the bus or have to rely on others 
for a ride? 

2) Do you see having a car as being grown up? 

3) Do you feel that getting your license is a rite of passage? 

4) When you see a large or luxurious vehicle do you feel the driver 
must be important or powerful? 

5) Have you ever been surprised to see a cyclist alongside your car, 
feeling as if s/he came out of nowhere? 

6) Do you enjoy just driving around with your friends with no 
particular destination in mind? 

7) Do you think of bikes as recreational or sporting equipment rather 
than transportation? 


If you hestitated or answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, I suspect 
that you are not mature enough to drive. You possess the wrong 
mindset to be a responsible driver in today’s enviromentally conscious 
world. The fact is, vehicles are a necessary evil and should always 
be used conservatively. Goods and services must be transported from 
place to place, but personal transportation is a luxury, not a necessity. 
And acquiring a license is a privilege, not a right. 


Kids today are far better off cycling, walking or being exposed to 
public transit rather than being chauffered around in the family car 
(until they’re old enough to borrow it!). Shouldn’t they be learning 
some independence? Shouldn’t you be instilling some global 
conscientiousness about the effects of pollution and the evils of fossil 
fuel dependency? Shouldn’t you be exposing them to the health 
and financial benefits of cycling, walking and taking the bus? By 
allowing 16 year old children to get their license and then providing 
them with a vehicle, you are aiding in the creation of yet another fuel- 
junkie and we certainly do not need any more of those. Let’s create 
instead a generation of fit, ‘green’, globally conscious youth that can 
get around without burning fuel.’ 


Responsible adults do not steal cars and run people over. They do not 
race cars and plow into innocent folks on the sidewalk. Responsible 
adults do not view their vehicles as an extension of their ego, or use 
it as a weapon when they’re angry or in a hurry. Responsible drivers 
would have answered ‘no’ to all my questions. If we raised the age to 
21 not only would more teens live to see adulthood, but all our streets 
would be safer and our air a wee bit cleaner. 


The other change needed for safer streets and cleaner air is to only 
allow skilled adults to drive. Think of aches game. I know how each 
piece moves but that doesn’t mean I can play. Knowing how to 
turn the key and which peddles make the car stop and go does not 
make you a driver. When I took Young Drivers of Canada (at age 
26), we were told that only 10% of drivers are taught professionally. 
This means that 90% of drivers simply learned the basics from a 
friend or relative, neither of which was likely taught professionally 
(properly!). 


An ex-cabbie friend of mine told me that everyone should have 
to get their class 4 license as he did. The test is far more thorough 
and rigorous than the standard class 5 required now, and those who 
pass don’t just learn how to operate a vehicle, but master driving it 
effectively. (There is a big difference !). I heard that in Germany the 
driving test is incredibly difficult but the result of such stringency is 
no nervous or unskilled drivers on the road. Good for them. 


So why do North Americans promote driving and encourage our 
youth to get behind the wheel? Simple. Money. In our capitalist 
culture it’s never been about what is the safest or greenest approach, 
it’s strictly about profit margins. How can car manufacturers and 
insurance companies make optimum profits? Get folks driving 
as soon as possible and allow them to drive with minimal ability 
(creating justification for high insurance costs). 


There is a school playground at Mason and Vancouver which I bike 
by everyday. On their climbing gym is an embossed racecar. Of all 
the child-like images they could have used to decorate (animals, 
balloons...), they deliberately chose a racecar for these 5, 6 and 7 
year olds. Shameful. Doesn’t racing cars kill? 


Global warming is no longer just some crazy idea; it is a fact of life. 
We must change the way we get from one place to another. With a 
fresh, new summer on the horizon, I say get the kids onto bikes or 
hand them a bus schedule. Creating fewer drivers is not only a viable 
solution but a huge step in the right direction. 
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Open Letter 
to Betty 
Krawczyk 
c/o Alouette 
Correctional 
Centre for 
Women 

Dear Betty, 


Weren’t you aware 

that “the pillars 

of justice would 
crumble without | 
strict adherence 

to court orders”? [EF 
Such was the fef 
ominous warning 

of Justice Davis 
when sentencing 
Andrew Teesdale 9 
for his actions at f 
Eagleridge Bluffs. 
Unlike you, the 
more seasoned protester, Andrew escaped with 
a community disposition. 


What the courts really mean to say is that the 
pillars of justice would crumble — and anarchy 
ensue — if people were not punished for 
disobeying court orders. 


Government prosecutors love to argue this point 
in front of sympathetic judges — all lawyers 
themselves, first and foremost — when protesters 
appear before the court. It’s how the government 
was able to corral so many activists during the 
Clayoquot demonstrations of the mid-1990s. 
Using this procedural maneuver, government 
slips around the substantive issues which lead 
to protests in the first place. Suddenly the target 
is not the behaviour of a rapacious logging or 
mining company, but the act of dissent itself. 


The rule of law, given ultimate expression in 
contempt of court proceedings like yours, reigns 
supreme in our legal system. It posits no middle 
ground. Like Bush’s “if you’re not with us, 
you're against us” admonition to all nations 
post-9/11, there are no shades of grey in the eyes 
of the court. You either do as it orders you to do 
or you will be punished. 


That, Betty, is what you’re up against. You are 
not being judged as a defender of the woods, nor 
considered a wise elder trying to impart higher 
values than consumer greed; instead, you are 
regarded with sanctimonious horror as a legal 
terrorist, as someone determined to erode the 
rule of law. Somehow, the clear-cuts and the 
road building get forgotten. 


But would the pillars of justice really crumble? 
This slippery-slope (or possibly thin-edge- 
of-the-wedge) argument is nothing more than 
rhetoric. Lawyers and judges especially love to 
flaunt this platitude, lording it unexamined over 
the rest of us, the great unwashed. 


The argument from slippery slope is based on 
the premise that if you make a small move in 
a particular direction it will then be extremely 
difficult or even impossible to prevent a much 
more substantial move in the same direction. 
If you take one step down a slippery slope, so 
the argument goes, you run the risk of finding 
yourself sliding downwards at an ever-increasing 
speed (in this case, through increasing levels of 
lawlessness) until you reach the bottom: anarchy. 
The further down the slope you get the harder it 
is to stop. 


Every aspect of this type of argument can be 
challenged on empirical as well as logical 
grounds. That’s why each use of it, in this case 
by the courts, must be examined on its own 
particular merits to see whether it is a strong 
argument. It isn’t. 


There is nothing inevitable about society’s 
descent towards a general state of lawlessness 
because someone disobeys a court order. 
Canada’s system of justice did not crumble 
because you stood in the woods. Your actions did 
not have such an enormous consequence. They 
did not trigger a landslide or act as a contagion 
for others to bring down the legal system. Your 
defiance was against the destruction of nature, 
not against the orders of the justice system. 
Most people understand this distinction. 


Our justice system is robust — despite arguments 
to the contrary by the courts — and is certainly 
less fragile than the environment. The slippery 
slope argument assumes that any and every first 
step down the slope is dangerous, inevitably 
leading to a slide all the way to the bottom. It’s 
not true. 


But slides, even if they were to begin, can 
be handled in many ways short of knee-jerk 
punishment reactions; the legal system knows 
this and applies such wisdom daily in the 
administration of justice in other contexts. 
Take plea-bargaining, for example; without it, 
the system would quickly self-destruct even 
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though it seems to ‘give the finger’ to lofty legal 
principles. It’s but one of many back-room 
procedures intended to make the system run 
more efficiently; justice, as a result, has become 
a complex apparatus. Our system, in other 
words, is not some Platonic ideal where first 
principles are sacrosanct but a messy system 
of compromises, administrative drudgery, 
changing laws and evolving precedents. 
Everywhere, it seems, except for contempt of 
court proceedings. 


The slippery-slope argument, moreover, makes 
no allowance for either the rightness or the 
necessity of dissent in a democratic society. 
Nonviolent attempts like yours to prevent the 
destruction of the biosphere get sidelined by a 
procedural body-check, by a judicial version 
of the slap-suit. The courts, in their single- 
minded vengeance against you have made it 
almost impossible to protest in a way that is 
proximate, effective, or continuous. The penalty 
bar for protest is now set unreasonably — and 
unconscionably — high. Protest will either be 
marginalised or made to pay a great personal 
and financial price. 


Property rights are one thing; plundering of 
the earth by corporate capitalism is another. 
The former, unfortunately, have for too long 
enshrined the rights of corporations to destroy 
the biosphere. Saving mother earth from 
human depredation has primacy in the scale of 
values over the rule of law. Capitalism — called 
the failure that can’t be defeated — needs an 
opposition. 


Worse still, the slippery-slope argument 
precludes any debate on the very nature of the 
justice system itself and how it is applied. Only 
wealthy, powerful corporations and individuals 
are able to fully exploit the advantages of this 
system and its rule of law. Overwhelmingly the 
courts protect the status quo of a ruthless techno- 
corporate-military machine against all comers, 
even great-grandmothers. 


It’s the lone, courageous protester who languishes 
in prison — judged without mercy, compassion 
or understanding; indeed, crushed by the full 
weight of righteous judicial indignation. Your 
ongoing punishment by the courts is a rigid, 
colonial way of suppressing dissent. Our 
adversarial system of justice can produce only 
victors and vanquished. 


And there’s something suspect about a system 
which resists criticism or questioning. It’s 
become both mad and bad, obsessed only with 
protecting its self-interests and privileges. Go 
figure; maybe a few of the pillars of this ossified 
system need to be crumbled. In the words of 
Lord Radcliffe, justice is “a word that the people 
in power use to give a moral cover to what is 
really their own material interest.” 


Madame Justice Brown, like us all, will soon 
be abruptly reminded that nature always has the 
last word. When the oceans rise, rivers flood 
or run dry, plains are shriveled, storms rage, 
temperatures soar, crops fail and drinking water 
is scarce, when societies and financial systems 
collapse against the onslaught of global heating, 
our courthouses, like the works of Ozymandias, 
will be pitiful reminders of a prideful past — of 
a legal system that not only stood by as the 
corporate barbarians ran amok but provided all 
necessary assistance to permit the violence to 
continue. 


Justice and personal freedom: two concepts 
perpetually linked in tension. In your case, 
Betty, justice has enslaved your freedom. The 
tule of law did not crumble by your actions; 
rather, it made a lie of your rights. At the same 
time, the freedom of us all was diminished. It’s 
the tragic irony of your case. 


Your freedom has a conscience; their justice 
does not. All rise. 


Sincerely, 





Brian Mason, who lives and writes in Victoria. 
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re: Health care jobs at risk in hospital expansion plans 


from Vicki Munch 


The Eric Martin Pavilion closed 10 beds recently and lost staff as well. Also, 
another 20 will be lost, along with staff, in the future when the “tower” is built. 
My psychiatrist mentioned to me that the Doctors were not informed and/or asked 
for feedback - the decision was made, and the deed will be done! 





Committee to End Homelessness -- Update 


from Phil Lyons, coalition member - plyons@vcn.bc.ca 






The Committee to End Homelessness in Victoria began as the Ad Hoc Coalition on 
Homelessness, with the assistance of the Communities Solidarity Coalition. The idea 
behind it was to give those who are homeless, or who had recent experience with 
homelessness, assistance in getting attention directly to their situation. 









I have a mental illness - bi-polar disorder- which I am not ashamed to discuss 
because I think that education is essential. No matter how ignorant people can be, 
there is still a stigma re:mental illness. I have not been able to continue nursing 
for 10 years which has had a huge effect on my life. I often need to remind myself 
that I am not an “illness”- I am a person. 





Their initial action was the Janion Occupation which seemed to energise politicians 
and the community to make the reality of homelessness a major concern. The 
Coalition has continued to be very active in its efforts to give voice to its’ homeless 
members and to provide some direct assistance to the homeless. 









The Committee are continuing to pressure the CRD to have at least 2 homeless as 
members of their task force on homelessness. There has been some blocking of this by 
politicians and agencies supposedly serving the homeless but we feel that these blocks 
can be overcome. 





The closing of more beds is horrifying-I have spent many month’s in EMP and the 
need for such a place is absolutely crucial. With the closure, it will make it more 
difficult than ever to give support and treatment to a large group of people, and its 
not difficult to predict the consequences. 








We are also planning power lunches to recruit more homeless folks to be part of our 
regular Wednesday night planning meetings on (Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. at Silver 
Threads - 1740 Douglas St.) 


This lunches take place at Our Place, 711 Pandora, If you have food to donate or would 
like to help with the lunch, call Rose at 812-0199. 


We also have purchased a DVD which examines setting up Tent Cities for transient 
homeless in Portland, Oregon. All are welcome to our regular Wednesday night meetings 
at Silver Threads (1740 Douglas) to help us continue the pressure that has resulted in 
the issue of Homelessness coming to the top of the municipal and regional agendas. 
Even the Provincial government, with its Olympic agenda of clearing the streets, has 
felt constrained to pretend that it is doing something to address this problem. 





Mental health is an issue that needs to be addressed seriously - it’s not going 
away, it is here and in many cases, the numbers affected are increasing. Support 
for the affected as well as families affected is so necessary, and EMP can help 
with those issues. 









Fortunately I have a wonderful family and net work of friends, and wonderful 
doctor who is very supportive and genuinely cares, so, I am blessed. 






I have met such wonderful people who need EMP to help them cope and hopefully 
be able to move forward. Obviously, I feel strongly about this. Thank-you for 
giving me a chance to share my feelings. 


WHEN THE PEOPLE LEAD, THE LEADERS WILL FOLLOW 
by Central Saanich Councillor Zeb King - kingzeb@shaw.ca 


In October 2006, Sir Nicholas Stern released his 700-page report, the Stern 
Review on the Economics of Climate Change. As a former Chief Economist 
of the World Bank, and current economic advisor to the British government, 
it’s safe to say that Stern knows his numbers. 
















































If you are homeless, have been homeless, or think you could be homeless, you are 
encouraged to join together with the committee in our actions. Let’s keep their feet to 
the fire. 









From Jim Erkiletian: 









Stern’s report is the result of a request from the British Treasury for a study 
into the economics of climate change. In his review, Stern concludes that 
our society can either spend the money now to combat the causes of climate 
change now or pay a much higher cost later on. 








Recent evidence 
indicates George W. 
Bush is not the son of 
the former President 
of the USA, but 
rather comes from 
more esoteric origins, 
opening a whole new 
can of termites. And 
questions. 
















Stern warns that the world’s Gross Domestic Product (G.D.P.) could shrink 
as much as 20 percent due to climate change if we stay on our present course. 
However, taking decisive action now would only reduce the world’s G.D.P by 
one percent, in comparison. 











The Stern Review convincingly argues that measures to stop climate change 
are not about “wrecking our economy.” The economists working with Stern 
made it clear that taking action will, in fact, save our economies billions of 
dollars. 






Was 1950s TV star 
actually a woman? 
Was Mad Magazine 
literary icon capable of 
producing offspring? 
Could these possibilities 
throw any light on 
why large numbers 
of Americans would 
actually vote for George 
Bush? Twice?!? 





















If we fail to reduce our current levels of energy usage and to lower carbon 
emissions within our communities, we are setting ourselves up to pay more in 
the future. This is why citizens need to take immediate action and focus our 
Official Community Plans (O.C.P.) on addressing the causes and consequences 
of climate change. 












Local governments can help our communities make the transition to a new 
economy that is not at odds with our natural environment. We could have solar 
hot water systems on every new building as a matter of policy, for example. 
We’ve been able to mandate the installation of six-litre flush toilets in new 
developments within the C.R.D., so let’s muster the political will to make 
renewable energy our standard, too. 















EXCESSIVE PAY OF TOP EXECUTIVES AND MLAs 


The time is right to go beyond simple voluntary measures, promotional by Gerry Masia 


campaigns and other public relations “merry-go-rounds”. We need bold 
leadership that reflects the stark reality that we are facing an environmental 
disaster in our own lifetimes. That leadership will come if citizens demand it. 


It is widely quoted that the MLA pay raise was 29%. However, when increases in 
benefits are included, the increase comes to 65% according to David Schreck (www. 
strategicthoughts.com/record2007/MLA paypension.html) 

The current trend is to larger and larger CEO pay packages in both private and public 
organizations as a percentage of the organization’s total wage and salary expenses. 

Do these excessive pay benefits result in better management of the organization? 
Are these executives ‘worth it’? Are there no other equally capable executives who 
would be willing to work for less? It is worrying to read that the richest 10% of the 
US population receive 44% of the pretaxed income in 2005. 

How can this be morally justified when there are so many working poor and 
homeless? This unjustified executive and MLA pay is due to their influence on the 
political process. The wealth gap in Canada and the world is growing uncontrollably. 
It is no longer news when new estimates of the growing gap and the social unrest it 
generates are published. 

Perhaps it is time to connect the CEOs’ pay to the lowest paid employee in the 
organization. Perhaps it is time to connect the MLA’s salaries to some index which 
reflects the average pay of their constituents. 

History shows that rights are not granted from above, they are claimed by the people 
from below. The poor have to self-organize to create the political will to eliminate 
poverty and homelessness. 

A guaranteed livable wage may be the answer to the elimination of both poverty 
and homelessness. The cost to implement a GLI would be high but the savings from 
eliminating current band-aid solutions would also be high. What is required is a 
quantitative study to determine the net cost of eliminating poverty and homelessness 
with a GLI. 

One way of hastening the implementation of the guaranteed livable income would be 
for those on welfare, the working poor, and those interested in working against social 
and economic injustice to work towards self-organizing the poor. Self-organizing 
would raise the awareness of the political power in their numbers and provide the 
poor with ‘voice’. Robert Arnold’s Anti-Poverty Electors, a self-organized, non- 
partisan voting block for poor people and their allies, is an example of the sorts of 
initiatives required (details in the February Street Newz, pg 7, online in the archives 
at relativenewz.ca). For more information contact Robert at 595-6871 or email him at 
greyknight@shaw.ca. 

Ending poverty and homelessness are moral and political issues. Canada is wealthy 
and can eliminate both. Only the political will to do so is lacking. 







Change MySelf, Change the World 


by Colleen Masur - colleenmasur@hotmail.com 








Should we be talking about people behind their backs, talking badly about friends, 
family and neighbors; making deals strictly based on what the financial gain 
will be; charging as much as possible for favors; and lying in the best interest of 
ourselves? 









I know I’m not the only person interested in seeing an end come to all of the 
injustice that is so prevalent today. I am not the only person, innocent of any 
wrong doing, who has been judged and convicted by the members of society. 









Am I the only person who wants to see change? 







Am I alone when I say I don’t want my children or grandchildren growing up in 
a world to face the same pains, trials, tribulations, and false judgments that I have 
felt? 


I don’t want my grandchildren to grow up in a world where necessary healthcare 
isn’t available. 










I don’t want them to spend one day feeling pangs of hunger, as I have, because not 
one person thought to share what they have. 







I don’t want my children to ever have to sleep on the cold city sidewalk, as I have, 
because not one person could lend a hand. 







I don’t want my children to be judged and ridiculed as I have been, for doing what 
they know to be right. 








I don,t want my children or my grandchildren to know that I took part in leaving 
behind the mess that they are going to have to clean up. 






I don’t want to consider what this world will look like in ten years if we don’t start 
showing our children what needs to be done so they can do it right. 







It’s time we set an example. 





How different was society 2000 years ago? 


“Those people who refuse to accept bribes, refuse to speak the truth, and refuse to 
loan anything without charging, and refuse to speak kindly of neighbors. Those 
are the people that will stand firmly.” 


(A summary of Psalms 15:3 - 15:5. A Psalm of David) 
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No Pot 
to Piss 
In 


by George Simich 


Recently, the Victoria 
Cool Aid Society, the 
Community Council, 
Victoria Mayor 
Alan Lowe, and Saanich Councillor Judy Brownoff, 
released the Homeless Needs Survey that they 
conducted in February of this year. This comprehensive 
report essentially revealed that the poor do not have 
enough money to afford even the rodent and vermin 
infested housing of slumlords, and that other housing 
is intentionally priced at a level to keep the poor out. 
In conducting this research, it became apparent to the 
investigators that two groups, aboriginals and mental 
health patients, formed a disproportionate number of the 
homeless and unstably housed. And this report, like the 
myriad others that have been written by Stats Canada, 
other NGOs, and the United Nations, to name only a 
few groups, will be collecting dust even as I write this 
commentary. 





I have not read the full report, but I imagine it has all 
the Bell curves, graphs, and coloured graphics that 
studies like this tend to have —a pretty picture of an ugly 
reality. The report cogently revealed that a functionally 
illiterate person living on the street is perfectly aware 
of what seems to be news to people with an MSW or 
in government. The poor need a reasonable income and 
affordable housing; this is not news to anyone who is 
paying attention, and certainly not to the poor. 


Make Poverty History and No Child Left Behind are the 
meaningless slogans that neo-cons espouse to convince 
the brain dead. Say anything; do nothing. We do not 
need more reports from well-meaning NGOs, which can 
do nothing more than lament. Non-profit organizations 
can do nothing because they depend on government 
largesse for core funding; they have no money of their 
own, so instead of building housing they write reports 
that governments wittingly ignore. Street Link and the 
Salvation Army are not homes or solutions; they are 
shelters that take 95% of an occupant’s welfare cheque 
for room and board. The poor do not need shelters; they 
need choices. 


All levels of government are perfectly aware that they 
are doing nothing to address poverty; they do not care 
and they will not act. If they cared, they would do 
something. Our Members of Parliament, Members of 
Legislative Assemblies, the Supreme Court, and the 
Senate walk past or drive past the poor every day, and 
see the devastating consequences of their draconian 
laws. The federal deficit was erased on the backs of the 
poor; provincial deficits were erased on the backs of the 
poor. But this is not news to governments, nor is it news 
to any thinking person; this was done maliciously and 
intentionally. Governments simply do not give a damn 
about the poor. Considering that governments enact 
laws that represent the wishes of the people, it becomes 
obvious that Canadians do not give a damn either. And 
this is not news to anyone. 


When the Chrétien Liberals decided that we had to 
eliminate the enormous deficit created by the Trudeau 
Liberals and the Mulroney Conservatives, they 
accomplished this feat at the expense of the poor. We 
knew in 1993 that this was going to be the case, and many 
thousands of Canadians said so at that time. Because 
of Finance Minister Martin’s cost-cutting initiatives, 


transfer payments to the provinces were reduced; when 
revenues are reduced, services are cut. In response 
to Martin’s tax policies, provincial governments cut 
funding to mental health institutes across the country, 
throwing these people onto the street and calling it 
out patient care. Remember? Because of the federal 
government’s budget policies, provincial governments 
reduced welfare rates and taxes. 


Concurrently, the Federal government closed CMHC; and 
since that point, no Federal subsidized housing has been 
built. As they gained control of federal and provincial 
budget deficits, both these levels of government reduced 
taxes to our wealthiest corporations and citizens, but they 
invested nothing to assist the people they disenfranchised 
and brutalized to accomplish these reductions. 


In its most recent budget, the Province of BC was so 
flush with capital that they even had a bone to throw to 
the poor, by providing a $25.00 increase to the shelter 
portion of a welfare cheque, and a $50.00 increase 
to the living portion. Will ten more years pass before 
another increase is forthcoming? Where can anyone find 
acceptable housing in Vancouver or Victoria for $350.00 
per month? 


No one likes to pay taxes, but taxes are the very means 
through which we share the cost of services: health care, 
education, infrastructure, the military, and the list goes 
on and on. When governments cut taxes, they reduce 
services. When governments cut taxes, social assistance 
payments remain stagnant for ten years or more, while 
the cost of housing, food, clothing, entertainment, and 
everything else increases over the same period. Tax cuts 
transfer wealth from the many to the few. 


In order for our major banks and corporations to report 
record profits, there has to be homeless people; they are 
part of the same economic system. In order to have ten 
billionaires in Canada, there has to be 50,000 homeless 
people. Where do you think the wealthy get their money? 
In order to have 1,000 billionaires in the world, there has 
to be 3 billion people living in abject poverty. Poverty 
results from the concentration of wealth. This is not 
news, nor is it some great insight; it has been common 
knowledge for anyone paying attention since the sixties. 
The advent of corporate rule in the sixties created 
immeasurable suffering in the world and decimated our 
planet; and corporate rule is nothing more than a polite 
way of saying Fascism. 


North American corporations were trading with the 
Fascists even as the blood of millions of citizens of 
North America was being spilled to stop those Fascists. 
Corporations do not have a conscience; business is 
bottom-line economics at whatever cost. Italy lost the 
war, but fascism won the day. Fascism is the extreme 
right—neo-conservatives and neo-liberals of the present 
day. Neo-cons are fascists—blindly obedient to and 
indoctrinated in their own hateful, myopic ideology. 


As long as we perpetuate this current economic 
model, nothing will be done regarding poverty and 
homelessness, regardless of the good intentions of left 
wing elites. This study will change nothing. In order 
to eliminate poverty, we have to change the economic 
system that perpetuates poverty. Extreme wealth and 
extreme poverty are by-products of the same economic 
system—the wealthy and the poor are the co-dependents 
of an abusive relationship; and the poor cannot escape 
their abuser, because they have nowhere to go, except to 
the street, where everybody abuses them. 


The very threat of poverty and homelessness keeps 
people slaving at dangerous, mind-numbing work for 
slave wages (miners, not mine owners, die in mine 
disasters). It is estimated that the vast majority of 


Canadians are two paycheques away from poverty; 
90% of Canadians are committed to spending 95% of 
every paycheque to service their personal debt. And 
the corporate elite encourage personal debt at every 
opportunity through advertising on privately owned 
media, through no interest loans that lead to staggering 
numbers of personal bankruptcies, and through clichés 
and slogans that render language meaningless. Fear and 
loathing in Canada. 


The poor provide a stark reminder to everyone that if 
they do not work, they will not eat, they will not have a 
pot to piss in, and they will be discarded like yesterday’s 
garbage. People resent the poor, in large part, because 
the poor are a daily reminder of how close the average 
Canadian is to that very circumstance, and it scares the 
hell out of them. Fear is a very motivating force, when it 
does not simply paralyse a person. 


In order to escape our paralysis, we must overcome 
our fear; to overcome our fear, we must demand our 
rights to economic security. And the only way to realize 
economic security is with a guaranteed income. We must 
end Social Assistance and Employment Insurance, by 
guaranteeing a reasonable, liveable income to everyone 
when we need it, so that we do not lose our homes when 
we lose our jobs. No one deserves to be poor, let alone 
homeless. And the least expensive way to accomplish 
this is through a fair tax policy; we must substantially 
increase taxes on the corporate sector and the wealthy, 
in order to reduce the tax burden of the middle and 
working classes—that trickle down must become a 
torrent. We can also do the following: 


e Demand that our Federal and Provincial governments 
invest in subsidized housing 

e Demand that our Federal and Provincial governments 
invest in rehabilitation services, including retraining, 
literacy education, and other learning opportunities 

e Demand that a bus pass be included with a social 
assistance cheque, so people can actually look for work 
e Demand the introduction of a guaranteed income 

e Demand that the minimum wage be raised to $12.00 
per hour, not $10.00 per hour, across all sectors of the 
economy 

e Demand that the corporate sector and the wealthy pay 
their fair share of taxes 

e Demand the introduction of universal child care 

e Demand that basic dental care be provided as part of 
the guaranteed income, and include dental care as part 
of universal health care 

e Demand the end of corporate welfare 

e Demand that all levels of government acknowledge 
that they are our governments; that they work for us; that 
they are responsible to us; that they stop squandering 
our money; that they either get the damn job done, or 
that they get lost 


We do not need another study to tell us what we already 
know; we need action. We need our leaders, on both the 
left and the right of the political spectrum, to be leaders 
or we need them to step aside, so that people with real 
ideas, ethics, morality, intellect, and commitment can get 
the damn job done. Elites on the right will not do the job; 
elites on the left cannot do the job. And the homeless? 
Well, they are still homeless; and they will continue to 
be homeless next week, next month, next year. And next 
year, someone else will conduct another study, which 
governments will ignore. And the homeless will still 
not have that pot to piss in. 

George Simich is a Rebel without a Pause for social justice, 
anti-war, anti-capital punishment, environmentalist, anti- 
nuke and fighting the good fight since Vietnam. 


FURTHER MUSINGS ON CANADA'S ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN 
by Don Startin 


By 1996 the Taliban had established effective control of Afghanistan except for 
some northern provinces where the Northern Alliance still held out. However, the 
draconian nature of the Taliban government meant that there was no shortage of 
disaffected men of military age who would fight. 

One case in point was the opium poppy crop. In order to curry favour with 
the U.S. the Taliban agreed to ban it, and went right ahead and abolished it. The 
luckless farmers had to go back to growing wheat for a very slim profit margin. 
The Taliban were unconcerned that the people were impoverished; it was good for 
their souls to be poor! Similarly, they were not unduly concerned that the country 
was broke, and the infrastructure all shot to ribbons. The peoples’ attitudes would 
be better if conditions were primitive. 

Of course we all realize that a government must have some money, and it is 
generally accepted that in return for being allowed to have their training camps in 
Afghanistan Osama Bin Laden and al Qaeda to some extent bankrolled the Taliban 
government. To do this Bin Laden used his personal fortune possibly with some 
help from ultra conservative, fundamentalist elements back home in Saudi Arabia. 
With a secure base in Afghanistan Bin Laden was able to declare war publicly on 
the United States. Al Qaeda, his organization of more or less independent cells, is 
accused of considerable damage. They allegedly planted bombs in U.S. military 
housing in Dharain killing 17 U.S. servicemen, bombed the U.S. embassies in Dar 
es Salaam and Nairobi, and attacked the U.S.S. Cole when it was tied up alongside 
port facilities in the Yemen. 

The U.S. responded by attempting to “take out” Bin Laden with “precision” 
attacks on locations where was thought to be living. In one such bombing a number 
of Pakistani radicals were killed, and U.S. Pakistan relations sank to their lowest 
ebb ever. Bin Laden on the other hand became an instant hero throughout Islam. 
The Taliban told the U.S. that they would willingly try Bin Laden for mass murder 
if they would supply the evidence, but they would not hand him over because he 
was a guest in their country. 

Few of us need reminding about the events of September 11th 2001. Though 
they’ve not yet been brought to trial in a court of law, Al Qaeda is charged with 
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hitting the Pentagon, and the World Trade Centre twin towers with airliners full of 
passengers and aviation kerosene. The towers collapsed in flames killing thousands 
of people. It appeared that someone had finally paid back the United States for its 
long history of capitalist aggression against many of the poorer countries of the 
world: Panama, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, Chile, and the Philippines, to 
name a few. Some Palestinians danced in the streets, and once again the Taliban 
were slow to hand over Bin Laden. So, the U.S., backed by all the requisite United 
Nations endorsements, invaded Afghanistan with 50,000 troops covered by aircraft 
from four aircraft carriers, however to avoid American casualties they used the 
Northern Alliance warlord armies to do the close quarter fighting. 

After a few weeks of resistance the Taliban faded into the mountains and across 
the border into Pakistan. The drug traffickers, war criminals, fundamentalists, and 
warlords marched back into Kabul and the main centres. 

Afghans were amazed to see all these corrupt bad hats back in positions of power 
and influence in the transitional government. They had hoped for a clean sweep 
and an altruistic government directed by the U.S. 

In 2004 the U.S. spent $195,000,000 on presidential elections to get its stooge, 
Hamid Karzi, elected president. However, the power behind the throne is Zalmay 
Khalizad, the Afghan born U.S. Ambassador. 

In 2005 the Afghans elected another parliament. Sadly, this one has more or less 
the same membership as the transitional one. This brings us right back to the Street 
Newz article of December 2006 (available online in the archives at relativenewz.ca) 
- Afghan M.P. Malalai Joya’s speech to the Federal NDP Convention in September 
2006. 

Canada’s luckless army is now bogged down doing the hard in-fighting along the 
lines of Vimy Ridge, Hong Kong, Dieppe, Monte Cassino, Verriéres Ridge, and the 
Liberation of Holland, but luckily so far the butcher’s bill hasn’t been as high. 


Don Startin is an activist and gardener, an ex-military man who has done many different things 
since leaving the army. Don currently lives a life of simplicity with his wife in Victoria B.C. 


editor’s note: June 22nd to 24th, Vancouver will host “9/11, Canada and the New World Order 
- Reclaiming Our Destiny” which will “focus not only on what did or did not occur, on that 
day, but will also look critically at what has been done, and is being done today, by our own 
government(s) with 9/11 as the justification, and why Canadians must demand a new, full, fair 


and impartial investigation into 9/11.” Info at www.v911truth.org/conference2007.html 
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Keep Your Plate Clean 


Keep your plate clean 

I mean, keep your plate clean 
Your papers all folded too 

Not tied up with a string 

Or placed in a shoe-box 

Just the way God does it 

With decorum and manners 

The devil's always disorganised 
And your coat’ll be covered in gold 
Fold your pants always 

Pause before thinking 

Think before stinking the place out 
Think before farting 

Never fart in a fireplace 

If the coals burn high 

Always carry fresh underpants 

In case of near death experience 
Heaven don’t much like the smell 
Pronunciation is important 

So is spelling 

Scoop the soup from the bowl 
Away from you 

Always act like you know what 
you're doing 

Use a shoehorn 

Say please before sneezing 

And thank you afterwards 

Always sleep with your feet 
towards the hedge 

Bet on futures 

Invest in past accomplishments 
Clean teeth with a fork 

Scratch your arse in the bank line-up 
Never surrender before you’ve won 
Be on time even when late 

Put parsley on your place 

Tempt fate 

Don’t catch your dodos in the gate 
Eat very slowly 

Chew backwards 

Pick your nose loudly whistling 

So none can hear you 

Read wearing woollen hats 

Smile when bending to kowtow 
Never look frying bacon in the eye 
Never lisp nor pee 

In the eyes of bluebottles or bees 
Be kind to dentists and bees 
Clean collars for your fleas 

Giblets and lentils solve 

The most knobbly of knees 

Fly upside down in dreams 

Believe everything 

Keep your mind open 

When sleeping 

Keep a dog in the bath when bathing 
Watch out for strangers in your toilet 
Be vigilant and look down 

Always wear armour on your arse 
Check all toilet paper for poisoning 
Underneath smiling 


Prepare with the most fervent growling 


Practice in the garden 
Between springtime ploughing 


Keep a couple of strong storm troopers 


In the attic 

Careful no one finds out 

Keep on reserve goldfish bowls 

Of halibut and trout and preserves 
Never go after you've gone 

Never come before you know 
where you are 


© Paul Burnside, May 4 07 


If anyone informs me a tent 


city is not the way to go, I ask if 


they are in fact homeless. How 


can you presume to speak for the 


homeless when you ain't there? 
Kenny two-spoons 


Not Enough 


by anonymous (fite4freedom.livejournal.com) 


We’ ve created a concentrated camp of slow gas chambered death, housed in cities 
dictated by gestapo who take our best interests, along with many other beautiful 
treasures, to the many landfills, mass graves we dig in our dear earth and put what 
we’ ve taken from her once we’re bored with it or tired of being resourceful. 

The dictators allow us to ponder the notion of freedom and health, but are sure 
to keep it at only a notion and not allow us to get carried away with believing it 
could actually happen. This is probably for the best. Were we, the people, to dream 
of freedom, we may decide it to be something we would like, and this would ruin 
economy and destroy the system which these men work so hard to keep running 


smoothly. 


They are sure that any visit from the cool spring breeze carries with it at least 
a dozen major toxins to keep our lung-capacity at bay, our health at a manageable 
marketing level and our life-expectancy reasonable. The tobacco, too, is reliably 
sufficient in additives and chemicals to allow us to, at will, add to our daily intake 
of decay. Once life flourished, but now it thrives and, were our honorable leaders 
not here with garden maintenance and littering fines, who knows what little life left 


would be capable of?! 
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Street 


Muzings 


The Titanic 


In 1912 a mighty Titanic Tub sailed and sank beneath the ocean blue. 












































































Phoenix Rising - 
Victoria's Street-Involved 
Women's Art Show 


The Warrior Women of Victoria continue 


As this project wraps up after more than five months 
of planning, grant writing, meetings, creative artwork 
and exhibits we are all reflecting and taking stock of 
the complexity of this programme. 


A story very tragic, terrible and true. 
Her builders and Captain boasted she was so mighty 
a Marvel that even God couldn’t sink. 
Would a frivolous quip like that have sent this 
vessel and her helpless passengers into the deadly drink? 


Rich elitist and poor immigrants that pursued the 
American dream filled this Famous Folly along with 
John Jacob Astor and the Unsinkable Molly. 
Several days of smooth sailing followed, where 
in such palatial surroundings the Passengers 
partied in style and had a blast! 
Not knowing that these parties would be their last! 
On that Fateful evening April 14, Titanic received 
warnings of Ice-bergs ahead 
But the Captain, totally unaware what deadly 
doom lay ahead, pushed the mighty ship full speed ahead. 
Like a Sinister Serpent, the Iceberg pierced 
the mighty ship where the impact could be felt from the hull to the tip. 
Still many people felt any cause for alarm, for 
they believed Titanic unsinkable, unthinkable 
As water filled the hull and the ship people began to panic and scream 
So into the lifeboats with women and children 
first as the Captain and crew prepared for the worst! 
And the band played as the passengers sang 
“Nearer My God To Thee” as they slipped into an icy watery grave. 
Fifteen hundred people, rich and poor, their precious 
reputations and fortunes they could not save. 
As these souls went on to pursue a Spirituality 
Lucrative if not more rewarding existence 
beyond the Celestial Crystal Sea. 
Years have passed and Hollywood has chased in big time. 
By producing classic movies and adding schmaltz 
with Barb Stanwyck and most recently with 
Ethereal Kate and her Heroic Boy wonder cherubic Leonardo too. 
With haunting sound effects this tragedy is 
presented as entertainment on a Grand Scale 
While its egocentric Director chalks up a mega sole. 
All this has spawned Afficionados and Vultures and Scavengers too. 
As you ponder upon this story hold in Reverence and 
shed a tear or two or more 
For that Triumph and Titanic Tub and Captain and 
Passengers and Crew that sailed and sank beneath the Atlantic Blue! 


Firstly it did what it set out to accomplish; 
provided the Street-Involved Women of Victoria 
a chance to use art, along with the support of 
their community, to speak of their path, to show 
their strength and start dialogs about what they 
have experienced on the street. 


Secondly the programme provided insight and 
powerful os aes for personal growth to all 
involved in the process from the coordinators and 
volunteers, to the workshop facilitators. 


Speaking from my own experience working side 
by side these fascinating women, I learned in a 
new way about diversity, about prejudice and also 
about what is inside of these powerful, determined 
women. While facilitating their journey through 
the mosaic process, I too was taken on a journey 
of understanding. I learned new skills and created 
art that also speaks to my path. 


Finally when looking at this kind of project its 
important to recognize that we have all needed a 
hand up, a strong shoulder to lean on or an ear to 
help move us forward through a dark time. Each 
of us has had challenges and watched ourselves 
rise from the ashes as the darkness faded until 
we again saw the light. It's so important to 
remember that you cannot have a rainbow without 
a little rain. 


by Mark Idezak 


The mosaic created during the project shows the 
phoenix rising above the ashes and flying through 
the rainbow while encircling each of us within her 
wings as she flies us up towards the brightness 
of the blue sky. This programme gave so much to 
each of us and we hope the art created can begin 
to help others empower themselves, learn how to 
start to define themselves and know each of us is 
here to help the other. 


In Peace & Community, Shylene Schlackl 


Thankfully, and with such humility, these ‘leaders’ allow us the privilege of living 
our lives as we wish! We are able to work any job we choose, follow a career, even. 
Whether we are white, black, Chinese, male or female, we have the right to go to school 
and even continue to university. Can you imagine? Such kindnesses are lent to our 
minorities. What an honor to live in such a land where we may be free to choose what 
form of slavery suits us best! We can even say which mouth-piece we’d prefer to ‘lead’ 
us by marking an ‘X’ beside his (or her) name! We have come so far in making a world 
where equal slavery for all is our pride. 

And proud we should be, as not all are so lucky as we. We whose gas chambered 
cities leak into wooded land. We whose laws forbidding those without a conventional 
home, and monthly mortgage or rent, the right to sleep rule the cities and forests 
everywhere. We who’ ve created bleak, square buildings in which to lower spirits, mold 
our children and impose such as essential, as the place--the place--for our children 
learn, where they must learn! 

Be proud. Take comfort in the security that our leaders will protect us from the fears 
they convince us to believe and put our energy into. Be happy to know that we can 
avoid poverty by raping the earth in this fine land. Take pride in your nine to five, you 
chose it, hard-working slave. Perpetuating the cycle of acceptance of our enslavement 
is crucial to the survival of the system our captures bless us with, and so I thank you. 

May we all have patience and see truth, and live truth, and stop enabling the leaders 
of this grand raping slave-trade. 
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co-op 
a ` Lovingly Offers: Bike trailers 


Save Wheatgrass for every person and purpose 

your money Sunflower Shoots ga mmm 
#12 Centennial Square Buckwheat Shoots 

Pea Shoots 

Crackers 

Snacks & Goodies 


Save 
the hassle Tuesday to Friday 


1pm to 5pm. 
. z Sprouting Classes 
Save Phone: (250) 995-0265 Food Preparation Coaching 


the planet www.victoriacarshare.ca Dietary Coaching 
Living Food Dinners at Moss Rock Cafe 


ey Call: 361-0974 


dark horse books | pam 


623 johnson street Street 


(250)386-8736 pode 
June 766 Handy Road, Mill Bay 


PU WCC 


quasi-alternative, 


ae 3, unusual and eclectic te (250) 743-9919 
tonystrailers.com 


_ Sun,Mon,Tues: 12-5 
Weo,Thurs,Fri,Sat: 10-6 


Victoria's BIG little bookshop. A Denise Savoie 


Member of Parliament for Victoria 


970 Blanshard Street 
363-3600 
www.denisesavoie.ca 


1005 Broad St, 
between Broughton and Fort 
(250) 477-0146 
info@goodplanet.com 


1020 Hillside Avenue 
Phone: 250 360 2023 JOBS !! 
rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca Js 
Sign up with Vancouver Island Public Interest Research Group 
, (VIPIRG) 
Rob F leming, MLA PAN, employment list-serve (it’s free). 
Victoria = Hillside > A Check it out at: 
Sow http://googlegroups.com/group/vipirg-joblist/subscribe 
or send email to director@vipirg.ca 





Central America Support Committee 


TASC 
Join us Òmi Wednesday of every month: 
7:30 PM upstairs ot 1923 Femwood Rood 
Emai: casmaitelusnel 


“Make Poverty History”? Phone: 598-7690 
Web: itp: /core.communtypipe.org! 


The Public Service Alliance of Canada is a proud sponsor of the 
I I 
Victoria Street Newz 


and member of the global campaign to 


The PSAC is one of Canada’s largest unions, with 160,000 members. 


OC: http://www.psac-alpe.org $è: Café Simpation Fair fade organie cotie 
available by the cup or pound 


Putte Service Miance ot Consta © Alasce Ge la Feectes pubique te Canada 
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of the 


author. 
Please give 

us some 
credit and 

reference 
the source. 


Bean Counting ......... 


Mar 
Operating Revenue 
Coordinator’s Revenue 


Paper Sales (from vendors) 
Donations 

Subscriptions 

Salary from B & R 


Total Coordinator’s Revenue 
B&R Revenue (deposited) 


675.00 
20.00 
0.00 
650.00 


1345.00 


650.00 
560.00 

0.00 
700.00 


1910.00 


644.50 
40.00 
35.00 

659.50 


1379.00 








THE CITY OF 


Advertising 
Donations 
Subscriptions 
Grant Monies 


Total B&R Rev. (deposited) 





125.00 
65.00 
60.00 

0.00 


250.00 


0.00 
50.00 
35.00 

0.00 


85.00 


285.00 
135.00 
775.00 

0.00 


1195.00 
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Total Operating Revenue 1345.00 1910.00 1379.00 K A | R © = 
Operating Expenses 3 == | 
Coordinator’s Expense 
Paper & Printing Costs* 602.19 602.19 543.25 
Office expenses 0.00 36.00 24.00 thanks for the work you are doing 
Misc. (postage, fees, etc.) 62.96 RIS 80.85 it’s people like you 
Community reciprocity 50.00 165.00 85.00 that make it worthwhile (or able) 
Total Coordinator’s Expenses 715.15 881.94 733.10 for me to go on 
B & R Expenses nee 
Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 35.00 40.50 40.50 ne OO O 
fm KAIROS Grant 250.00 230.00 n r -an aaa 
m rant $ 4 4 a a 
fm PSAC Grant 200.00 200.00 200.00 St reet Newz Subscript ions 
fm B & R reserves 100.00 100.00 125.00] | l 
WOE c e tenne LU oa LU | While Street Newz vendors appreciate your direct purchases, | 
sub ttl B&R Expenses 685.00 786.77 740.50 subscriptions and donations help offset production costs. 
Total Operating Expenses 1400.15 1668.71 1473.60 | | A subscription (#39 or more/yr or #20 low-income) is a | 
. wonderful gift for you, or a friend! 
Ttl Coord Rev minus Expenses -55.15 241.29 -94.60 
(- is out of pocket, + is salary) | Nave: | 
Bread & Roses Balance 3995.26 4044.14 3938.64 ' 
* Though we were sorry to hear of Tom’s illness, and we wish him well, we weren't l Address: l 
thrilled about the surprise $25 Canadian Freightways began to charge for a phone call : 7 
to let us know the paper had arrived. Thanks to Horizon Publications, especially Byron, | City: Province/State: | 
for finding a viable shipping alternative and crediting our account. p V/Zi 
7 | Postal/Zip: | 
A Great Enormous Thank You !! | Phone/email: 
New or renewed subscribers: Chuck ¢ Judy Sigmund, Alison £ Jim Prentice, ; 
Valerie Williams, Dwayne & Roseanne Rowe, Dorothea Wiens, Jen Hastie for Dayle [_] Deliver to me, at the address above 
Wright, Canadian Community Housing Foundation Cc] Deliver to my friend, at this address: 
Creative Contributors: Gabriel Cousens, Janine Banderoft, Denise Savoie, 
Derek Skinner, Chris Cook, Dr. Inge Bolin, Bob Stuart, Jennifer Hastie, Tim Rourke, Name: 
Zoe Blunt, Rod Graham, Crystal Tremblay, Richard Boyce, Jerry Li Xie, James Rowe, | Address: | 
oo ray, att Mason, Vicki Maneh paiia m tan za Kina, Colleen ress: 
asur Gerry Masuda, George Simich, Don Startin, Paul Burnside, Shylene Schlackl, TER A A 
Mark Idezak, Anonymous l City: Province/State: l 
Extra generous supporters: Alison & Jim Prentice, Marion Cumming, | Postal/Zip: 
Krista Roessingh, Dorothea Wiens, Canadian Community Housing Foundation 
(innovativecommunities.org), Vicki Munch Ph/email: 
Special thanks: Landon Downs £ Lisa Helps & the Bread and Roses Collective, please make cheques payable to 
the Fernwood Community Centre, everyone who showed up at the Street Newz | . . | 
Camanti Patha mi on May ath, nny Mauna, Jennifer Hill tarol Aaa Victoria Street Newz, 
eila & Bill Ede, the Fernwood Community Centre, everyone who showed up a i i 
ie rabid ile omnii NANT Maa Mar on oma, Mee l 1027 Pandora Ave., Victoria BC, V8V 3P6 l 
illiams, Dwayne & Roseanne Rowe, Shirley Hollingsworth, Ric rens, Marya e 
Nijland & Phil Symons, Barbara Hay, James Christian, Rick Ahrens & CFUV l relativenewz.ca l 
And anyone else I may have missed - l | 


Thanks!! It wouldn't be the same without you!! 





Thanks for your support!! 


L — — — -l 


